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RAINFALL OF THE WESTERN INTERIOR 

I n  comparison with t h e  wel l  watered, heavi ly  fo re s t ed  East the  open p l a i n s  

were e a s i l y ,  Bn some a reas ,  too e a s i l y ,  s e t t l e d ;  bu t  the f l u c t u a t i o n s  of r a i n f a l l  

i n  t h i s  marginal reg ion  make man's hold too precar ious  t o  favor  a dense population. 

A t  about the 100th meridian the  ra infal l  becomes too small f o r  ord inary  methods of 

farming, being l e s s  than  20 inches i n  the nor th  and under 25 inches i n  the  south. 

From here west t o  the Rockies, w i t h  increas ing  d i s t ance  ilkom e a s t e r n  and southern 

bodies of water ,  t he  r a i n f a l l  decreases  a l m o s t  t o  t en  inches;  so t he  Great P l a i n s  

region i s  one of grazing, d r y  farming, o r  l o c a l  i r r i g a t i o n .  On the  out ly ing  highlar-& 

and the  mountain f r o n t ,  the r a i n f a l l  again r i s e s  t o  15  o r  20 h c h e s .  

The I n t e r i o r  P la teau  and Basin region,  walled off by high mountains, i s  a r i d ,  

The r a i n f a l l  of the no r the rn  Rockies exceeds 40 inches i n  Idaho, bu t  I s  under 30 

inches  elsewhere; t he  c e n t r a l  Rockies l o c a l l y  enjoy more than 30 inches ,  bu t  the 

high p l a t eaus  of the south receive but 15 t o  25 inches.  The lower mountains 

and p l a t eaus  and the  v a l l e y s  i n  t h e  rain-shadow of the  Cascades and S i e r r a s  a r e  a r i d ,  

with less than 10 inches  of r a i n f a l l .  This a r t d i t y  becomes extreme i n  the south; 

t h e r e ,  with l e s s e r  cyclonic  a c t i v i t y ,  and g r e a t e r  h e a t ,  the  r a i n f a l l  averages under 

5 inches a year.  

l ack ing ,  f o r ,  except i n  the  south,  they  occur i n  the l e e  of the we t t e s t  mountains. 

Thus, the Cascades with r a i n f a l l  10  t o  15  t imes as g rea t  as t h a t  i n  the  Yakima 

va l l ey ,  supply abundant water f o r  t h i s  grea t  orchard.  

IVater f o r  the  i r r i g a t i o n  of these  d r i e s t  reg ions  i s  no t  a l toge the r  
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