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HEAVY DEWS 

When it  is no t  co ld  enough for f r o s t ,  t h e  heavy dews of autumn a re  o f t e n  brought 

unpleasant ly  t o  the a t t e n t i o n  of those who t r ave r se  unfrequented paths  i n  the  e a r l y  

morning. In  the  long g r a s s  and l e a f y  underbrush i t  seems t h a t  we have e f f i c i e n t  

shoe washers and c l o t h e s  s p r i n k l e r s  awai t ing OW passage. Whether o r  no t  t he re  is  

more dew a t  t h i s  season, t he  g r a s s  weeds and bushes would make i t  seem so* 

Dew is formed from atmosphericvapoP t h a t  has  been c h i l l e d  t o  the poin t  of 

condensation. 

not  evaporate r e a d i l y  i n  the  damp haurs,  

be c h i l l e d  and the  more c h i l l i n g ,  the  heavier  w i l l  be the  dew. 

Seasons, we f indkhat  summer and autumn have the most vapor, and autumn and winter 

the longes t  n ights .  

With it  i s  commonly also the  water exuded from l i v e  p l a n t s ,  which does 
I 

If fol lows t h a t  the  more vapor there  i s  t o  

Considering the 

Autumn thus  p re sen t s  a f i n e  combination for making dew: much 

vapor and long n i g h t s ,  

This i s  a condi t ion  whichfavors considerable  l o s s  of hea t  by r a d i a t i o n  from o b j e c t s  

exposed t o  t h e  sky, and consequent depos i t i on  of dew on t h e i r  c h i l l e d  surfbces .  

Not only a r e  the  n igh t s  long,  bu t  also they  a r e  o f t en  c l e a r .  

Pn some places  t h e  n i g h t l y  depos i t i on  of dew i s  so g r e a t  t h a t  it does not  a l l  

evaporate by day, and some soaks i n t o  the  ground. Thus i n  i t s  small way dew forma- 

t i o n  may assist l o c a l l y  i n  the  genenhl drying  of t he  lower air as temperatures fa l l  

towards win ter ' s  l eve l s .  
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