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1NI)IA.N SURrlMER 
w r ' t  s 

Is i t ,  or is it not? Some/kefsL us I n d i a  Summer is  a figment of the imagination, 

a Poetical ,  idealized s t re tch  of weather that doe8 not occur at a par t icular  time 

i n  a u t m ,  o r ,  indeed, at any time every year. Who is right depends on what Indian 

S m e r  is supposed t o  be. AS t b e  term was first  used, i n  the eighteenth century, 

it raferrcd t o  the spells of glorious autumn weathor so character is t ic  of our 

llpvo o r  three &LYS &.a weak o r  more of  generally fair quiet WsStther, COOL 

Or cold often foggy o r  frosty' of mornings,but mild and pleasant and chamctor- 

i s t ica l ly  hazy of afternoons, occur now and then i n  mid o r  l a t e  autumn. They are  

c o ~ o n l y  called Indian Summer, though it  has not  been practicable t o  s e t  iimcrical 

limits on w h a t  is o r  i s  not this condition. 

b a t  year the absence of Indian Summer up t o  the end of Octobor was widely re- 

marked on. Cold blustery weather se t  i n  mall before the end of September, a d  OW- 

tinu& n i th  l i t t l e  abatement through October. This month last year was remarkable 

f o r  i t s  storminess and snowfall. November, however, was loss wintry aiel there were 

brief periods properly cal led "Indian 
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