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THERVOMETIR PIRST USED IN GRIECE

As carly as the sccond contury B.C. Groek physicists usod a prinitive therno-
scope which indicated terperaturc changes, although ti did not measurc then accurate-
ly. Galileco is gonerally considered the inventor of the first roal thormometer,
which ho is said to have produced in 1592. This thermomoter consisted of o glass
buld with a long gradﬁatcd stom invertod in a flask of colored liquid. The buld
Contained air, it was heatod, and thon the stom was placed in the flask. As the
air in the bulb cooled, the liquid rose in the stem; subsoquent hoating 6F the
bulb would drive the liguid down in thetubo, whilc cooling would causc it to rise,
.This device was scensitive onough fo be used in measuring fover. 3But its readings
wore influenced by changes in barometric pressure. Some fifty ycars lator this
difficulty was me¥ by scaling the ond of tho glass bulb, .

Soon after 1650 the Acadonmy of Sciences at Florence produced mercury filled
thormometers, with a crude scale, renging from tho lowest temporaturo of winter to
the highest of swmer. To construct a satisfactory scele, tvwo fixed points were
Docessaryy finally, tho melting point of ice and the hoiling point of valor were sce-
lected ond others, such as tho melting point of butter or the tomperaturc af tha
body, were rejected, The Fahronheit scale, devised in 1714, the Rearymur, insroduced
in 1730, and the Centigrade suggostod about 1750 all use the boiling and freezing
boint but divide the intervalg into degrees of different sizo.
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