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TlE FAKREN'DCIT SCALE 

When l iquid f i l l e d  thermometers came into use in  the l?th Cmtury, there were 

at f irst  no standard scales, In 2664 Hooke , of London, proposed that the iilelting 

Point of ice serve as a standard, temprature,  and shortly afterward TXuygens, a Dutch 

sc ien t i s t ,  suggested the bci l ing point of water, 

COUrse, two fixed points are necessary, 

But t o  construct a scale, Of 

One &cala This was recognized l a t e r .  

the melting point of ice and the melting point of butter as fixed points, 

While Nenton made a scale with 12 degrees between the freezing point and blood *em- 

Perature, f i l l i n g  h i s  thermometer with linseed o i l ,  

Early i n  the 18th century, Ole Roemer, a Danish sc i en t i s t ,  proposed a Scale 

containing i n  a l l  60 Gegrees, 60 being boiling, He divided his scale i n t o  8 

equal par ts ,  a$ f i r s t ,  with one part below froezing, which therefore !vas called 7.5 

degrees. 

and also, he believed, about; the lowest a i r  temperature. 

1708-1709, however, he recorded a t6qreratu.m 8 degrees below free3ing; hence ,he 

coacluded h is  zero was not low enocgh and called freezing 8 inbtead Of 7.5. 

H i s  zero was about the temperature obtained by a mixture of ice a d  salt 

Zn the cold winter o f  

~EdXWl- 

he i t ,  one o f  the first makers of mercury thermometers, evidently us2d Roeaerrs 

scale ,  for the ear l ies t ,  j?&renl.leit thermometers o f  which there is  a cbscriytion 

showed the freezing point at 7.5 degrees, Xext i t  was placed at 8, while blood 

temperature was cal led 24. 

grees a quarter as large,  mrking ths freezing point 32 and blood t d lnpe ra t~e  96 

S t i l l  later Fahrenheit made h i s  thermornoters with de- 

de grae s . 
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