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NORTH AMERICA RICEIVING ITS WINTER LOAD OF AIR

At this time of year North America is rapidly taking aboard its great, cold-
season excess of air. JFrom nid-swmer to nid-winter the amount of air over North
Am:rica as a whole increases by nearly one per cent. The egquivalent of this in tons
is too large to grasp: it is approximately two trillion toms. As the air cools off
over the continent it contracts more rapidly than the air over the morc slowly cool-
) land. The contrast being greatest in the more northern latitudeqbf our
ing occans, and this allows air from qver the occans t0 collect over thg/continent,.
the largest intake from the sea occurs therc. But the tendency of the accumlated
air to move southward and southeastward from time to time, places the center of
graatest excess of pressure in winter in middle latitudes.

Highs, theréfore, are becoming characteristic features of our autwm weather
maps of the United States and Canada. And these highs seen to have an aversion for
the sea. When they reach our eastern seabeard and begin drifting out over the
warm Gulf Strean they cormionly weaken. This makes the centers or ridges of highest
Pressure remain some days over the cold Appalachians as the great mass of air slowly
drains southeastward and southward. Fair, wuiet, pleasant weather prevails, in
consequeince,
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