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"PANANA RAIHS"

Octobor and November are the months of hea?ieét rainféil in the Canal Zone.
dutomatic roinfall registers have beon in operation scarcely 20 yégrs at. Pananma
Stations, but alroady & number of tremendous dovmpours have bcen noted, including
one world's record. In November, 1911, Porto Zéllo received 2.47 inches of rain
in thres minutes. Often wo do not get as much rain as that in a whole month.

During the hour in which this cloudburst occurred two inchps more fell. In Octobér,
1909, Cristobal facofded a rainfall of 4,90 inches within an hour, but Palboa has the
racord for oan hour's rainfall in the Canal Zone ~ 5.886 inches in June, 1906. A%
three quqrtcrs of the stations the maximunm daily falls have occurred in October or
November, | |

"It appears that these éxcoss;?a raing in autumn arc associated with the high
OCcan temperatures and the ocgasional;invésions of c§ld winds in northoers fron
higharxiatitudes at this time of yoaf. Mugzy éir over/the sea is &iolently forced.
Wpward by heavier air from above, and is so rapidly coolodvby the consecgquent expan-
Sion that rwch precipitation‘of vapor results. |
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