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TKZ DOJ~DXXS 
----I_ 

Betmen the trade winds of  the northern a d  southern hernispheres l i e s  a 

The troublesome 3 e l t  of equatorial calms and squalla known as the doldrums, 

Word ttdoldrumt! seems t o  be derived e i ther  from the o ld  English t!doldtt, meaning 

Stugid, o r  tlle Portuguese ttdolorio!t, tormenting. Sail ing vessels from &rope t o  

South D e r i c a  sometimes used t o  be delayed for  days i n  crossing these calns. 

other t ines ,  the fair  steady trade winds mould invade the doldrluns and carry them 

A t  

m a r l y  a l l  the way across without diff icul ty .  

The doldrums s h i f t  back and for th ,  following the sun i n  i t s  seasollal progress, 

but lagging a month o r  two behind. 

haps extending from la t i tude  LO t o  15 degrees, and i n  February fa r thes t  south, lyi'ng 

close t o  the equator. 

Pacific. 

Thus i n  August they are fa r thes t  north, per- 

They are  most marked on the eastern side o f  tine Atlantic and 

The doldrums are  characterized by low presaure, high temperature and high 

h m i d i  ty,  intermit tent  ca lm and squal ls  and very"frequent rains. 

months, i f  the day is divided into six +hour periods r a i n  w i l l  occur i n  about 

k l f  of t h e o e  periods. 

tino breeding ground f o r  tropical cyclones. 

Indeed i n  some 

men tho doldrums are  fa r thes t  from the equator they become 
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