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A PROPHECY, A TORSCAST, AND AN "INDICATION"

A prophecy, published last swamer, says that tho coming winter will be a hum-
dinger! The prophet did not tell what "humdinger" mcans when applied to the charac-
ter of the winter, nor did he inform us how he found out about it so far in advance.

forecast, more rccently come to hand, seocms more worthy of attention for it
is definite and tho basis for it is giveng, The forecaster maintains that hic can
Predict the weather a long way in advance by the positions of the planets, aad for g
demonstration he selected Novembar 25, 1926, Thanksgiving Day, giving us the cheer-
ful Prospect of windy, squally and cold weather, with rain or SN0, Of course, hit
°r miss there will be some kind of weather, but the planets will have nothing to do

with it.
Contrasting strongly with these, an "indication” recently issued has both the
g0od points of definiteness and basis. It contains a statement in dotail concerning

the data on which it is based and it is worded with a scientific dogree of caution.
Here it is verbation:

”~

"Indiested Seasonal Rginfall in Southern California for the
1926-1927 Ssason, by Geo.F. liciwen.

"The average of the observed secasonal rainfall at 6 sclected stations
from San Dicgo to Los Angeles for the ten yoar period, 1916-26, was 12.0
inches. The average ocean surfacs temperature at the Scripps Institution
pier, Ia Jolla, for the interval Aug. 1 to Oct. 15,1926, was 67.4 degrees,

"According to the corrolgtion, during the past ten scasons, vetween
the occan surface temperaturcs at the Scripps Institution pier ond the ob-
served rainfall of the six select8d stations, the obscrved temperature of
67.4 degrees would indicate a seasonal rainfall for 1926-27 of 12.4 inches,
wiich is slightly above the average. La Jolla, Calif, October 15,1926."
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