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AURORA BOREALIS 

Look f o r  a d i s p l a y  of aurora  b o r e a l i s  ton ight  and tomorrow n igh t ,  and possibly 

you may not  so0 one, but tho Ch~CiCos a r e  p r o t t y  good t h a t  you can i f  Friday n igh t ,  

sky i s  cloar, f o r  today and tomorrow a d is turbed  a r o a  on the sun will be CDtrBSing 

tho contor  of tho  sun 's  d i s k  as soon from the  ea r th .  This  d i s turbed  a r e a  which had a 

' trong development i n  Septonbor was s t i l l  marked by g r e a t  sunspots on i t s  October 

on Soptombor 16. , t he re  was a f i n e  a u q ~ ~  From October -- 14 t o  16, when 

t h i s  orupt ive  a r e a  c?Wssod the c e n t e r  of t ho  sun's d i sk ,  a groa t  aurora  and magnotic 

6tOrn occurrod on the e a r t h .  The aurora  was f i r s t  v i s i b l e  and made q u i t e  a d i sp lay  

the n i g h t  of October - 14, bu t  on the  following evening reached i t s  culmination. At 

tilnottie:northern sky took  on a beau t i fu l  c u r t a i n  formation, and l i g h t s  of many 

C o l o r s  f lashed ,  North of l a t i t u d e  43 the aurora  reached i n t o  the  southern sky, form- 

ing a g r e a t  corona nea r  t h e  zeni th .  

the 16th.  

Tho displ@Y faded away in-l;the e a r l y  hours of 

- 
For many yea r s  s c i e n t i s t s  have accopted the theory  t h a t  au ro ra l  d i sp l ays  on 

e a r t h  a r e  due t o  the  excessive d ischarge  of e loc t rons  from dis turbed  reg ions  on the  

and a c e r t a i n  p e r i o d i c i t y  o f  the  occurrence of a u r o r a s  has  been found t o  a t t e n d  

the successive p resen ta t ion  of  those d is turbed  r e g i ~ n s  t o  t he  e a r t h  about every 27 

days, which i s  the par iod of r o t a t i o n  of  t r o p i c a l  l a t i t u d e s  of tho sun as soen from 

the e a r t h .  

A s  y e t  thore  has  been e s t a b l i s h e d  no connection between the  aurora  and the  
weather ,  o the r  than t h a t  tho aurora is no t  v i s i b l e  except  on c l e a r  o r  p a r t l y  cloudy 
'lights. 
tha t  d i r e c t i o n ,  and t h i s  may havo l e d  pooplo t o  expect  a cold per iod a f t e r  an auroral 

aurora, 

The g r e a t e s t  c l a r i t y  t o  the no r th  usually goes with a cold d r y  wind from 

Eskimos wonrt start on a journey, D r .  Ekblaw s a p ,  i m a d S a t n l y  after an 
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