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KEIOHT 3LND VISIBILITY OF AURORA 

0x1,s of the uost s t r ik ing  foaturas of auroral displays is t he i r  vidosprerzd 

chitractdr and tha distance t o  which car ta in  featuras r w  ba seen. In..grcat dis-  

Plays, such as that of March, 1920, tho aurora mas visiblo over about half tho 

globa, both north and south of the sqwtor .  

Seen as far smth as contra1 Florida. Pa t ,  according t o  descriptions o f  this dis- 

play, that yortion of tho aurora soon i n  Florida as a bright glow Fit11 

Vortical stroaks i n  tho north mas o'rrorhead in northern Tonnossoe and North Carolina, 

Sone 600 ni les  away. 

In  t;hQ aastorn United Stat38 i t  17as 

faint 

Auroras arc vis iblo t o  such distavlcos par t ly  bocausa they sxtend SO Sigh i n  tho 

atnosp.horo aid part ly  bocause they actual ly  cover cxtmsive ragions. 

height of t h  bas8 of the aurora as tridn&atQd by Stomer i n  southern Hormy is 

60 niles ,  and the lowest obssrvad was 50 niles. 

light reach upward with fair freqwncy t o  250 n i b s ,  and In the aos t  axtrene cases 

observed, that of the March display. i n  1920, to  500 nilas, 

of the diauetor of the earth. 

usual 

From this elevation the streaks of 

This i s  about 1/16th 

The existence of son3 atnosphere t o  a height of 600 niles is prac t ica l ly  

Proven by observations of the aurara up t o  this a l t i tude ,  f o r  the aurora i s  with 

good reasoi3 thought to  bo a glow caused by the e l ec t r i ca l  oxcitation of mlcculos 

Of atnospheric gases by the passage of electrons. 
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