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THE STROXGEST IUNDS 

The veloci t ies  of the strongest winds cannot be recordod autograPl1icslly 

bWause the inst-ents are sure t o  bra& o r  blow amy. I;$Xont Nassau, Florida 

and Cuban liurricwos the wind is roportod t o  havo roschod a velocity of 130 o r  w r o  

miles an hour. Such ti s p e d ,  though f r igh t fu l ,  is not par t icular ly  uiconr~on f o r  

regions oxposod t o  t ropical  cyclones. A t  Wflnington, N.C.* 138 ni le6 an kour  was 

recorded baforo tho anenonator blew away i n  a hurrfcanG os t imted  t o  havs roached 

165 nile8 an hour. A w l o c i t y  of 140 nilos an hour was racordod at tho UOUth Of tho 

Mississippi during ahurkicane i n  1915. 

during a t m o o n  at Hongkong i n  1923. 

A record showing 127 nilits a,n hour 17as nade 

.Wen i n  thc Br i t i sh  Isles,  *ere weather i s  not ofton violent,  vrinfls wp t o  . 

s l igh t ly  over 100 miles por hour have boon recorded. On Mt. Washington, valocit ios 

of 180 t o  186 n i l e s  per hour were notod f o u r  t ines  fron 1876 t o  1883. Xvcll if 

We deduct 25 per cent. f o r  the i n s t m w n t a l  indications being in  excess of l inoar 

Volocitios, the speed o f  air motion m a t  have bosn prodigious. 

But winds strongor than these occur, and thoir  vs lac i t ies  can be astimated 

fron the might of objects whirled up o r  othor damago done. 

furniture,  ca t t l o  and vehicle$ a re  tossed about, and even s t o o l  bridges uoved, wind 

In tornadoesl Then 

Velocities reach 200 t o  N O  miaes por hour, o r  possibly aoro. 

The outblowing winds fron portions of Antaractiba a r o  the strongest onduring 

Winds luiom, In this tthome of tho blizzard" tho avorage velocity for a year Was 

50 miles an hour ,  and 2P-hour avoragos of 90 o r  more nilits an hour m r o  cxprienced, 

while S O i X  gusts of th is  f r i g i d  b l a s t  "doubtlose approachod two hundred nixes 

hour, (1  (All rights relservod by Science Sorvico , h c .  ) ----------- 
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