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VHEU S N O ~  WHITENS TK% 

% ear ly  snows of wintor often produce curious a f fac ts  i n  whitening t i e  ground 

hers and not  there. m y  s:iould this p w t  of t b  aidowalk o r  r o d  and not that  becomo 

the ground i s  not generally frozen except i n  tha nortb. 

ground Surface and objects on i t  noar the freezing point, there i s  at t h i s  t im of 

With the tcmpcratrrra of  the 

Year a good opportunity fo r  divorae accumulation of snow. 

It is evidont t h t  if a f t e r  a short  cold Spol-1 p&?t of tho ground has f a l l o n  

below f re jz ing  while tho r a s t  has not thero mill be melting on the Warner surface. 

R O W e w r ,  i f  the snow falls thick and fast even such a warmer portion of the ground 

may temporarily become white. 

If snov continues f a l l i n g  for  some time i t  w i l l  extract  mch heat f ron any 

SWface that i s  no t  at tho freezing point o r  loner. 

long enough i t  w i l l  s top melting, unless the air temperature r ewins  abovo freezing. 

And i t  w i l l  stop melting mch sooner on objects of low heat contont and lo:;. conduc- 

Thus, if the m o a  Beeps on 

t i v i t y  than on pctvpmente o r  rocks through which heat is madi ly  transported fron 

Warmer depths t o  t h e  ~ u r f a c ~ .  

Somtinos before a snow, tho weather m y  be cold enou& t o  fraaze thi: norc 

Porous ground surfacos. 

before t'lc s i i o ~ ?  descends. 

Then it  m y  turn w a r n  enough t o  t h a w  out grass aid dead lqaver: 

Under such conditions both good s torers  of hest  and the 

Poorest ones mill = E t  the snow, while surfaces of intermediate heat storage and con- 

duction n i l1  hold it. 
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