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WHEN SNOW WHITENS THE GROUND

The early snows of winter often produce curious affects in whitening the ground
hers and not there. Why ghould this part of the sidewalkk or road and not that becomes
White? If,‘as in midﬁinter , all objects were below the freezing point, then there
would be no differentiation in the rate of collection. But at this time of year
the ground is not generally frozen except in the north. With the temperature of the
ground surface and objects on it near the freezing point, there is at this tire of
year a good opportunity for diverse accumulation of snow,

It is cvident that if after a short cold 9peli pait of tho ground has fallen
below freczing while the rost has not there will be melting on the warmer surface.
Hoﬁéver, if the snow falls thick and fast even such a warmer portion of the ground
may temporarily become white,.

If snow continucs falling for some time it will extract much heat from any
surface that is not at the freezing point or lower. Thus, if the snow keeps on
long enough it will stop melting, unless thg air temperature remains above freezing.
And it will stop melting much sooner on objects of low heat content and low conducw
tivity than on pavements or rocks through which hoat is rogadily transported from
warnmer depths to the surface.

Sometimes before a snow, the weather may be cold enough to freeze tho nmore
Porous ground surfacas. Then it may turn warm enough to thaw oul grass and dead 1qave:
before the snow descends. Under such conditions both good storers of heat and the
Poorest ones will meit the snow, while surfaces of intermediate heat storage and cone

duction will hold it.
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