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LADEN SKIES 

The d u l l  l e a d e n  s k i e s  which o f t e n  make November and .';ecomber days c h e e r l e s s  a r e  

due i n  p a r t  t o  t h o  loviness of t h e  sun. aecause the  sun i s  low, i t s  r a y s  s t r i k e  t h e  

Upper s u r f a c e  of  a cloud s h e e t  a t  a small a n g l e ,  Sluch of t h o  i n c i d e n t  l i z h t  is 

r e f l e c t e d ,  o r  absorbed i n  i t s  l o n g  s l a n t i n :  passage through t h e  cloud. 

r ays  a r e  more ; lear ly  p e r p e n d i c u l a r ,  riuch more s u n l i g h t  p e n e t r a t e s .  

is n e a r  t h e  h o r i z o n ,  s o  t h a t  i t  s h i n e s  upon the under s u r f a c e  of  t h e  c loud  Cover 

t h e  l e a d e n  s h e e t  may become gorgeous.  

When t h e  

But when t h e  sun 

W t h  lower tempera tures ,  dense mow c louds  become more common, a type of c loud  

It i s  a Curious f a c t ,  which i s  most e f f e c t i v e  i n  c u t t i n g  o f f  t h e  l i g h t  from above. 

hovJover, t h a t  a l though t h e  snow-covered Lround may look white  and t h e  c louds  gray, 

the  c louds ,  by photometr ic  measurements, are b r i g h t e r  t h a n  t h e  snow s u r f a c e .  

Yr. I rwin  G. P r i e s t  has  shown t h a t  a p p a r e n t l y  it i s  n o t  on ly  a c t u a l  b r i g h t n e s s ,  

b u t  b r i g h t n e s s  compared with what me e x p e c t ,  which de termines  whi teness  or grayness .  

So nuch l e s s  l i g h t  cones from an o v e r c a s t  sky t h a n  from a c l e a r  sky  or a i k y  with 

s c a t t e r e d  wh i t0  c l o u d s ,  t h a t  we c o n s i d e r  i t  dark  o r  gray ,  even though a t  such t imes 

i t  i s  a c t u a l l y  b r i g h t e r  t h a n  t h e  snow, which i s  our  b r i g h t e s t  ground s u r f a c e .  
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