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THE "PORTLAND" STOR:

At this scason of tho year, disastrous snowstorms arc rarc, Indecd the ground
is scldom even covered with snow at Thanksgiving south of latitude 43. Yet the
YPortland" sform of November 26-27, 1898, deserves almost as much notoriety as the
March - Blizzard® of 1888. In this "Portland" gale and snowstorm more than 450 lives
were lost in over 140 vessels ﬁreckéd on the New England coast. This stands as
Probably the greatest loss of life in any storm along the North Atlantic coast, .
Railway traffic was biocked by the heavy snow.

The steamer "City of Portland", in spite of having been fully warned of the
Severe character of the storm by the U.S. Weathoer Burcau, sailed the ovening of the
26th, and:was wrecked the following morning with the loss of all on board, some 175
poopley 141 other vesssls woro reported wrecked »on tho Now England coast, with
an additional decath toll of more than 280,

The development of dostructive strongth in this storm began with tho union,
off the Virginia coast on the aftornoon of the 26th, of two storms, ono moving from
the w§st and the other from the south Atlantic coast, the westorn storm boing
followed by a sovero cold wave. The formation of tho March, 1888, ’Blizzard” was
similar,

Passing noftheastwnrd thoe :contor of the distorbanco reachod Nova Scotia the
night of the 27th., Tho etorm roachod its hbfight during the morning of the 27th,
when maximum wind velocities ranged from 50 to 70 milos per hour from New York City
to Bystport, koo The snowfall was oxcessive along the wholo Atlantic seaboard north
of Maryland, and varied from omo to more than two feot.
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