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Dense fogs of the cold season, as indeed at other times, are caused by the
adequate chilling of air that has enough vapor in it to provide droplets sufficient
to obstruct our vision considerably. Unfortunately, the amount of vapor necessary
is very small, and dense fogs readily occur with temperatures as low as the freez-
ing point. In winter the readiest sources of vapor for the eastern half of North
America are the Gulf of Mexico and the Gulf Stresm. Southerly winds, therefore,
Provids vapor. The ground, naturally, does 3Xhe cooling. As the surface of the
ground is gencrally colder than air that is blowing over it from the sbuth, it
can be readily understood that in the hundreds of miles of travel over colder
ground the damp south wind may get chilled to its dewPointvand beyond. Presto -
there is a fog!

But a winter fog may not begin its formation at the ground. A low shoct of
Stratus cloud may first appear and be szon thickening and working its base lower,
ti1l 4ts under surfaco onvelopes us in what wo call & donsc fog. For a fog is
moroly a cloud in contact with tho ground} The lowor air may not be in wotion, and
1t may be cooling off at night: novartheloss, horo is tho fog. A fino drizzle
may fall from the now densest portions, vhor: tho stratus cloud was first scon
forming.

In the morning whonn the sun shinos, though wo cannot sce it,. the fog slowly
thing,, “1ifts", and broaks, ravsaling whatover clouds may bo abovo., Tho fracto-
Stratus rommants of the fog may bo s2on scudding from tho south, though the lovor
air may not be stirring., Moro sunlight worms thy ground ond thy thin laysr of cool
air. Then do'm comes tho south wind, and th: rost of thy day is much rarior.
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