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CITY LIGETS ON CLOUDS . ._ . . r  

s h e e t  c louds  covering thesky a t  n ight  o f t e n  serve ac  a s o r t  of mirror  

f o r  c i t y  l i g h t s .  The l i g h t  from d i s t a n t  tovns i s  usua l ly  most C lea r ly  seen 

i n  the sky when the  cloud shee t  i s  of medium he igh t ,  f a i r l y  th i ck  and with 

a well def ined  lower margin. Diffuse clouds a r e  l e s s  e f f e c t i v e  as r e f l ec -  

t o r s .  

Sometimes an unusual ly  good r e f l e c t i o n  of c i t y  l i g h t s  i s  mistaken f o r  

a f i r e .  On one occasion the  f l i c k e r i n g  l i g h t  from a burning barn 12 miles  

distant was r e f l e c t e d  from high c i r rus  clouds and was mistaken f o r  some s o r t  

of meteoric o r  au ro ra l  d i sp lay .  

A p r a c t i c e d  observer  can i d e n t i f y  tho l i g h t s  of var ious  towns, sometimes 

even those 30 o r  40 mi les  d i s t a n t ,  by t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  the  sky. With a 

cloudy shee t  of  given he igh t ,  the nea re r  a t o m  t h e  higher  the  l i g h t s  appear 

i n  the  sky; s ince  with a r e f l e c t i n g  sur face  the  angle o f  incidence always 

equals  the angle of r e f l e c t i o n .  I n  a c i t y  the  l i g h t s  m o s t  i l lumina te  the 

clouds d i r e c t l y  overhead, f o r  t h e  s t r e e t  l i g h t s  of the  b e s t  l i g h t e d  downtown 

s e c t i o n s  a re  shut  of f  from general  spreading by the  high walls of the enclos- 

i ng  bu i ld ing .  

'This f avor s  d i s t i n c t n e s s  f o r  the c e n t r a l  p a r t  of town, and s o  may be used 

f o r  determining cloud h e i g h t s  when the d i s t ance  t o  the b e s t  l i g h t e d  p a r t  i s  

known. 

Over a c i ty , c louds  appear l i g h t e r  than patches of c l e a r  sky. In  open 
country the  r eve r se  i s  t rue ;  t he  clouds look darker  than the  s t a r l i t  sky. 
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