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LOCAL VS NAP FORiCCASTING 
-I_-- 

'Il?cl Inca1 woathnr sharp i s  j u s t l y  proud of h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  interpret  signs 

of the sky and t o  warn h i s  neighbors of impending storms. But when he gets into 

mmpctition with a forecaster  mho has l a i d  o u t  before him not only h i s  local weather 

w i t h , a l l  i t s  signs, but a lso a, summary of tho weather a l l  over the United States ,  

southorn Canada, Alaska, and the western Atlantic - well, the l o c a l  forecaster with 

r e s t r i c t ed  information i s  hardly up against f a i r  competition. 

man knows h i s  loca l  weather i n  a l l  i t s  de t a i l s  under the general control o f  a high 

True, the local 

o r  low pressure a rea ,  and therefore has some advantage aver the GoveFnment forecast:. 

o r ,  d : o  has t o  make h i s  statoments more generally applicable, and brief enou& t o  

s t a y  within his telegraphic appropriation. 

This l o c a l  advantage , however, cannot of fse t  the general forecastcr ' s  knonledge 

of the actual posit ion and strength of s to rms  and cold Taves. A storm over the 

ocean may be reported t o  the weather off ice  long before i t  brushes some part  of 

our coast. 

came into s ight  o r ,  i f  he were on the coast ,  u n t i l  the sea began t o  heave. 

Yet the loca l  forecaster  might get no inkling of i t  until i t s  clouds 

The winter r a i n f a l l  i n  the Morth is  closely dependent on the temperature 

i n  thc South. 

there i s  110 available source from which even a strong low i n  the north can dram a 

big  enough breath of m o i s t  air  t o  make s ignif icant  precipitation. 

When groat quant i t ies  of cold, dry a i r  have overspread the South 

Whare i s  the 

loca l  forecaster when he doesn't h o w  the southGrn teinperatuhs and tiicrcforo has 

no way of t e l l i n g  whether the south wind, f a l l i n g  barometer and c i r rus  clouds mean 

plenty of r a in  o r  snow o r  simply a shower o r  f lu r ry?  
( A l l  r igh ts  rosorved by Science Service ,Inc. ) 
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