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' 1  L9OKS LIIcr: R a g  " 

Forecasting r a in  f r o m  l o c a l  observations alone i s  a f a sc ina t ing  gme f o r  the 

weather axa tem;  i t  i s  perhaps unkind t o  t e l l  him that he can hard ly  hope t o  average 

Over a 70 per  cent. v e r i f i c a t i o n  by t h i s  method and that the experienced fo recas t e r ,  

Using both the weather map and l o c a l  ind ica t ions  o r  even the map alone i s  a lmos t  

c e r t a i n  t o  beat him i n  the long run. 

Tables of r a i n f a l l  p robab i l i t y  uader various conditions have bean constructed 

by Besson i n  France and by B l a i r  and o thers  on our continant. B l a i r  recent ly  tabu- 

l a t e d  cases of winter p rec ip i t a t ion  at Dubuquz, Iowa, f o r  a 33-year p3riod with re- 

ference t o  the weather observed 12 o r  24 hours previously. 

t r u e  tha t  r a i n  i s  more l i k e l y  when the barometer i s  low than when i t  i s  hi&. 

In gzneral ,  i t  holds 

The 

more r ap id ly  the pressure falls  tha grGatzr is  the probabi l i ty  of proci13itation. 

"A rap id  f a l l  o f  the baromGter i s  fallowed by measurable p r e c i p i t a t i o n  iil minter 

l e s s  than one-third of the time, but by f l u r r i e s  o r  t racos  about tmo-thirds of the 

time." 

of a:?proaching bad weather. 

E a s t  o r  northeast  kinds and increasing cloudiness a r e  add i t iona l  ind ica t ions  

I n  winter westarly winds a r e  a l m o s t  always dry ctltliou.gl1 i n  sunwr t?.iey may 

b r i n g  thundershowers. 

s t i l l  going up, the sky c l e a r ,  the mind from a westerly d i r ec t ion  and the temperature 

r i s ing .  
( A l l  rights r3 served by Scionco Service, Inc. ) 

Fair  woather i s  most c e r t a i n  when the pressur2 i s  high and 
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