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SHOWY OWLS COUE SOUTH

Invasions of arctic or sub-arctic birds in autwmn are often token as a sim
of an extromely cold winter, their arrival being interpretsed as an indication of
weather in the north that makes living too hard even for theso birds. Early in
the winter of 1917 to 1918 tho lute John Burroughs obscrved such birds in the north-
castorn stait:s and based a prodiction of a severe winter on thelr appearance.  The
coldnoss of the following two months was so oxtromo as to justify fully his oxpec~
tations,

But whon the invasions of warmer climes are virtwally confined to birds of prey
that gain thoir sustenanco. largely from tho rabbit life of the nortl, anothor inter-
protation than o coming cold winter is morc sonsiblo. Birds of proy must migrate
when thoir usucl scurces of food are inadequate. Such appears to be the cas. during
racent waoks when great numbars of snowy and burred owls and goshawks hlve coric
8cuthward to the latitudo of Now York. The invasicn has boen ascribed to o siortage
of rabbits, aich, of ccurse, could not have rusulted simply from tho woathor of
the past twdr mouths.

Not long ago thore was publishod an inturosting statement, about the ll-yoor
Cyclo ¢of lif:» in arctic and sub-arctic rogions, waich tho investigator conncctod
with tho ll-ycar sunspot ;yclo, possibly through tho nutritional offcct of thoe
changing quality of sulight in tho sourc: of this ¢yele. Tho animnl life comes
tc a moximum, h: found, at about tho timc of minimum sunspots, and rcaches its
lowost obb at times of maximum sunspots. We arc now ncarly at tho time of moutinum
Sunspots, with ottendant minimum animal lifo and conscquent omigration of birds
of proy from cslder latitudos.
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