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RADIO WEATHIR MAPS

Soms of tho earliost oxporiments in tho wiroloss trunsmissicn of vwoaathor
data wors mado by tho British and Gorman woather sorviess during fiva months in
1909. Obsorvetions wora raportad twice daily from ships in tho Nerth Atlantic,
but 1lss than 8 por cont. of tho morning cbs:rvaticns and tnly 43 por omt. of
tha svaning cnsds cams thr.ugh on tirn te bo of valuo. And oven thas? %;rJ cf
littlo us> to tho Gormam forscastors. Zurlior »xporirints cn thy Ansrican sido
of ths Atlantic wor. mors oncouraging for they involved informaticn about highly
dostructiv:, though slow-moving hurricanis.

S1ly o radic roporting goyrvice was built up by viricus wo ther sorvicos
till by th> closs of tho war it s rradily pessiblo tc moke wothor rops frem
woathir roports rocsivod at s»a by radio. Furthsr dsvolopments touk place till
tho making of woather naps at ssa bocans routine practics on cortuin ships. .lsc
th> radio roports from ships both on th>y Atlantic and Pacific sidos of our continont
becamo sufficiontly numorous to extend tho woathor map fronts woll out to sca,
with'consaquent greator saf2ty from surprise storms.

Now comes tho latisst devolopmanty tho uctual transmission of woathor maps by
radio. Tho oxporimonts, which appoar likoly to lsod to the rogular raceipt of
wiath:r maps by ships at s2a, in sxchange for thoir woathor roports, involve not
tho photographic trunsmission but tho omploymint of an ink stylus for tracing
linys 6n papor. Tho stylus mothod of roproducing tho isobars and isothrms szoms
mors practieable for usz at s2a.
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