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ALCRICAN LOUNTAIN O3SIRVATORIES
In the carly yoars of the Signol Corps umctoorological sorvico in the United

States thoere was a kaon approciation of the value of woather information fronm

hoights above tho lowlands and valloys vhere most poople live. Two mountain
obsorvatorics, thorofore, wero ostablishod on Rikes Peok and IMt. Washington and

maintainod for ncarly two docades, until shortly after tho weather sarvice was

transferrrod to tho Department of Asriculturc. As can woll be imaginsd, tho

obsorvers had no sinocure, Novertholoss, the obsorvations they made during those

years have given us not only o fine indication of the climates of the peaks of the

Rockios and of the Whito Mountains but havoe alse affordod the basis for many inter-

os8ting comparisons with lowland weathor. With tho development of metoorological

kites during the late nineties the nced for mountain obscrvatories was decreased,
and interest in them has genorally diminished. Scveral are still maintained in

Europo, however, and two in the Unitod States.

After Piko's Peak and Mt. Wpshington , Bluo Hill Observatory(ncar Boston)

was ostablished, in 1885, by thoe private catorprise of A. Lawronco Rotch, Though

Blus Hill is but 635 foot high, ite obscrvatory is distinctly of the mountain typo.

Indeed it must be, to withstand the severe winds of this isolated swmit. Since

Profossor Rotch's death, in 1912, tho obscrvatéry has beon naintained by Harverd

Univorsity, and its director has boon Prof. Alexandor Mcadie.

A nountain obsorvatory, without attondant, was mointained by the Harvard
Obscrvatory for a fow yoars, from 1895, on the swmit of Tl Misti, Peru, about
19,000 foct high, Anothor of tho sano sort, now the hishest in the United States,
Wwas ostablished on the Summit of Mt. Roso, 10,800 foet high, by Dr. J. E. Church

Jr., University of Novada.
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