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I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  us  t o  t u r n  our  t h o u g h t s  t o  h o t  C h r i s t m a s e s ,  b u t  l e t  u s  

imagine  t h e  w e a t h e r  i n  t h e  h o t t e s t  p a r t s  of t h e s o u t h e r n  hemisphere  at t h i s  t ime.  The 

S o u t h e r n  hemisphe re  i n  g e n e r a l  is c o o l e r  t h a n  t h e  n o r t h e r n ,  because  of t h e  g r e a t  

exPmSe  of ocean  and  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o l a r  i c e  c a p  t h a t  i s  a b o u t  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  

Un i t ed  S t a t e s  o r  Canada. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  away from t h e  s e a ,  t h e  s u n 9  s h i n i n g  f i e r c e l y ,  

w i t h  an i n t e n s i t y  up t o  7 p e r  c e n t .  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h a t  i n  o u r  summor, i s  making sou th -  

e r n  l a n d s  e x t r e m e l y  h o t .  The noonday s u n  now b e a t s  down f rom d i r e c t l y  ove rhead  a t  

l a t i t u d e  23 d e g r e e s  s o u t h ,  c l o s e  t o  t h e  T r o p i c  of C a p r i c o r n .  

Take Out y o u r  at las and  s e e  where t h i s  l i n e  c u t s  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o n t i n e n t s .  I t  

P a s s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  C h i l e a n  d e s e r t ,  n o r t h e r n  A r g e n t i n a ,  Pa raguay ,  gou the rn  Brazil. 

I t  t r a v e r s e s  t h e  K a l a h a r i  d e s e r t  o f  Sou th  A f r i c a ,  and  i t  r u n s  th rough  almost th$ 

o f  Australia. 

ce  t e r ,  

C h i l e  is k e p t  somewhat c o o l  by t h e  b r e e z e  o f f  t h e  c o o l  Humbob c u r r e n t  

a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e  of t h i s  na r row coun t ry .  The lowland  of n o r t h e r n  A r g e n t i n a  i s  h o t ,  

humid, a n d  showery,  b u t  few C h r i s t i a n s  l i v e  t h e r e .  Paraguay  and  e s p e c i a l l y  s o u t h e r n  

Brazil havo l e s s  h e a t  because  of t h e i r  g r e a t e r  e l e v a t i o n  and  c l o s e r  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  

Sea .  The K a l a h a r i  Desert i s  a p l a t e a u  s e v e r a l  t housand  f e e t  h i g h ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  

tempered  by t h e  r e a d y  c o o l i n g  a t  n i g h t .  The w e s t e r n  p l a t e a u  o f  c e n t r a l  A u s t r a l i a  

i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  u n i n h a b i t e d  u n d e r  t h e  T r o p i c ,  s o  a160 a r e  t h e  g r e a t  i n t e r i o r  p l a i n s  

f a r t h e r  e a s t  where t h e  mean t e m p e r a t u r e e  a t  t h i s  t ime of  yeak  a r e  a b o u t  90, wh i l e  

t h e  extreme sometimes r e a c h e s  130 d e g r e e s  F a h r e n h e i t :  The re  a n d  n e a r  t h e  c o a s t  o f  

Queens land  a r e  t h e  h o t t e s t  w h i t e  C h r i s t i a n  homes. 

c e n t r a l  Queens land  p r e p a r i n g  h e r  C h r i s t m a s  d i n n e r  i n  a muggy k i t c h e n  abominably  h o t  
under  a s h e e t  i r o n  r o o f .  

ive may p i t y  t h e  p o o r  housewi fe  of 
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