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FLORIDA SUNSHINE 

N O ,  we d o n ' t  own any  F l o r i d a  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  b u t  we c a n  t e l l  you t h a t  F l o r i d a  

ha5  t h e  s u n n i e s t  w i n t e r  c l i m a t e  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  Un i t ed  S t a t e s .  The F l o r i d a  p e n i n s u l a  

n o t  o n l y  h a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  of p o s s i b l e  s u n s h i n e ,  o v e r  60  p e r  c e n t -  i n  WinteL 

and  o v e r  70 p e r  c e n t .  i n  s p r i n g ,  b u t  a l s o ,  because  of i t s  low l a t i t i r d o  t h e  most  

i n t e n s e  s u n l i g h t  of  any  lowland  e a s t  of  Texas. 

T h i s  d o e s  n o t  moan, however ,  t h a t  F l o r i d a  s u n s h i n e  i n  w i n t e r  1s e q u a l  t o  

In  c l o u d l e s s  wea the r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Kimbal l  'S COmpUta- n o r t h e r n  s u n s h i n e  i n  summer. 

t i o n s ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  d a i l y  t o t a l s  of i n s o l a t i o n  on a h o r i z o n t a l  s u r f a c e  i n  P e n i n s u l a r  

F l o r i d a  i n  w i n t e r  a r e  b u t  l i t t l e  o v e r  h a l e  t h e s e  of t h e  n o r t h e r n  Uni ted  S t a t e s  i n  

s ~ n m e r -  Comparing &comber i n  F l o r i d a  w i t h  Junc i n  t h e  Nor th ,  we f i n d  F l o r i d a  

s u n s h i n e  a p p r e c i a b l y  loss t h a n  h a l f  t h a t  of t h c  Nor th ,  

E a t ' h n  t h e  same month, December, t h e  intensity of s u n s h i n e  i n  F l o r i d a  cxceeds  t h a t  

i n  t h e  n o r t h  bgr o v e r  50 p e r  c e n t .  if n o t h i n g  i s  a l l o w e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h  f o r  r e f l e c t i o n  

f rom t h e  snow. 

But F l o r i d a  g a i n s  i n  t h e  compar ison  when t h e  a v e r a g e  s u n s h i n e  of all d a y s  i s  

compared, f o r  F l o r i d a  i s  n o t a b l y  c l e a r  i n  w i n t e r ,  a n d  i n t e r f e r i n g  clouds a r e  no 

more f r e q u e n t  t h e r e  i n  w i n t c r  t h a n  i n t h e  Nor th  i n  summer. So t h e  t o t a l  December s u r  

s h i n e  i n  F l o r i d a  i s  a b o u t  doub le  t h a t  i n  t h e  Nor th  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h o u g f d s t i l l  l e ? ;  

t h a n  h a l f  of Nor the rn  s u n s h i n e  i n  June. The noon a l t i t u d e  o f  t h e  sun  i n  s o u t h e r n  

F l o r i d a  i s  n o t  now d o  g r e a t  as o u r s  w i l l  be by t h e  middle  of March. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime  F l o r i d a  s u n s h i n e  i s  f a r  a h e a d  o f  o u r s ,  and  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  if 

f o r  no o t h e r ,  F l o r i d a  c o u l d  c l a i m  i t s  p l a c e  as a f i n e  w i n t e r  h e a l t h  r e s o r t .  

(nll r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d  by Sc ience  S e r v i c e , I n c . )  
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