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THE; LOV! CHANCE OF RAIN 

When i n  d n u b t ,  t h e  f o r e c a s t e r ' s  s a f a s t  b e t  i s  " f a i r ' . A r e c e n t  t a b u l a t i o n  of 

33 Years  O f  w i n t e r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  by  T. A, Blair a t  Dubuque, Iowa, shows t h e  chances  

O f  r a i n  u n d e r  v a r i o u s  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s .  Very commonly t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  i s  l e s s  t h t j  

Y O U  f o r e c a s t  f o r  24 h o u r s  i n  advance you would be wrong 45  p e r  c e n t .  These Per- 

If t h e  wea thor  i s  c loudy  and  p r e s s u r e  f a l l i n g  t h e  chances  of p r e c i p i t a t i o n  with-  

i n  1 2  o r  24 h o u r s  a r e  o v e r  50 p e r  c e n t . ,  r i s i n g  t o  80 p e r  c c n t .  o r  o v e r  when t h e  

P r e s s u r e  i s  u n u s u a l l y  low.  With c l e a r  w e a t h e r  and  r i s i n g  p r e s s u r e ,  on t h e  o t h e r  

hand ,  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t i e s  of  r a i n  w i t h i n  12 h o u r s  a r e  u s u a l l y  below 10 P e r  c e n t *  rang-  

i n g  f rom 6 p e r  c a n t .  w i t h  v e r y  hie11 p r e s s u r e  t o  22 p o r  c e n t .  when t h e  p r e s s u r e  i s  l o w .  

Ra in  w i t h i n  24 h o u r s  o c c u r s  somuwhat more f r e q u e n t l y  w i t h  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s .  

But measu rab le  p r e c i p i & a t i o n  i s  l e s s  f r e q u e n t  t h a n  onc might  judge from'the f o r e -  

go inD p e r c e n t a g e s ,  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  h a l f  of t h o  c a s e s  of w i n t e r  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  aro 

mere t r a c e s  of r a i n  o r  f l u r r i e s  of snow- 

( A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d  by Sc ience  S e r v i c e ,  I n c .  ) 

SCIENCE SERVICE, 
2 l s t ' a n d  B S t s . ,  
Washington,  D.C. 


