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THE LOW CHANCE OF RAIN

When in daubt, the forecaster's safest bet is "fair", Arecent tabulation of

33 years of winter observations by T. A. Blair at Dubuque, Iowa, shows the chances

of rain under various weather conditions. Very commonly the probability is less tha:

50 per cent.: "the total probability is 0.34 within 12 hours and 0.45 within 24 °
hours," says Blair. This means that if at any time you said it will not rain within
12 hours you would” be wrong only 34 per cent. of the time on the average, while if
you forecast for 24 hours in advance you would be wrong 45 per cenf. These per-
centages seem fairly typical of middle latitades of eastern North America.

Ir the weather is cloudy and pressure falling the chances of precipitation with-
in 12 or 24 hours are over 50 per cent., rising to 80 per cent. or over when the
Pressure is unusually low. With clear weather and rising pressure, on the other
hand, the probabilities of rain within 12 hours are usually below 10 per cent. rang-
ing from 6 per cent. with very high pressurc to 22 por cent. when the pressure is low.
Rain within 24 hours occurs somewhat more frequently with these conditions.

But measurable precipitation is less frequent than one might judge fromthe fore-
goinpg percentages, for approximately half of the cases of winter precipitation are

mere traces of rain or flurries of snow.
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