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W I N T E R  VS CONSTRUCTION 

A few y e a r s  ago 8ome of t h e  c i t y  f a t h e r s  of P o r t l a n d ,  Oregon, complained 

t h a t  t h e  mi ldness  of t h e  "Rose C i t y ' s  w i n t e r  c l i m a t e  was n o t  h a l f  a p p r e c i a t e d  

by e t t e r n  b u i l d e r s  who had s e t t l e d  t h e r e .  
s They had come w i t h  t h e i r  h a b i t  of 

knocking o f f  b u i l d i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  hard  w i n t e r s  of t h e  N o r t h e a s t  and d i d  

l i k e w i s a  i n  $he Northwest,  U n i n t e r r u p t e d  b u i l d i n g  was urged ,  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  . 

storms h o t  t o  montion heavy r a i n s t o r m s  can B t  t imes  make outdoor  c o n s t r u c t i o n  work 

d i f f i c u l t  and uncomfor tab le ,  i n  f a c t ,  oven dangerous.  

There h a s  been a change,  howover, i n  a tendency t o  cont inue  outdoor  cons t ruc-  

t i o n  r i g h t  th rough t h e  w i n t e r ,  oven i n  c l i m a t o s  as sovore  as t h o s e  of tho  Lake 

Region, New York and Now England, T h i s  may be a s c r i b e d  i n  p a r t  t o  more e f f e c t i v e  

d i s p o s a l  of  snow, p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  o p e r a t i o n  of t r u c k s ,  and, t o  some ex- 

t e n t ,  t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  of t h e  U.S. Dopartment of Commerco. The Weather Bureau can 

also s h a r e  some of t h o  c r e d i t  f o r  i t s  w i n t e r t i m e  mhnimum tempera ture  and o t h e r  

s p e c i a l  weather  f o r e c a s t s .  Concrete  may bo poured s a f e l y  i n  mid-wintor by choosing 

t h e  proper  days. What if t h e  ground does f r e e z e ?  Excavators  know how t o  handlo 

rock  o r  v e r y  tough e a r t h .  

A l a r g o  i n c r e a s e  i n  c o n t r a c t s  awarded i n  36 e a s t e r n  s t a t e s  was notod last  

winter .  For  Novemberi December, and January?  tho  i n c r e a s c  amounted t o  over  40 

p e r  c e n t .  from t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e .  Undoubtedly, t h e  g e n e r a l  mi ldness  And freedom from 
8now a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  a yea r  ago were l a r g e  f a c t o r s .  

(All r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d  by Sc ience  3 o r v i c e , I n c . )  
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