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BUFFALO'S BkIZZARDS 

Now and t h e n  when t h e r e  is a c o l d  west wind we r e a d  t h a t  B u f f a l o  s u f f e r e d  

a howling b l i z z a r d  and semi-darkness  a l l  day,  whi le  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  c i t y  

had l i t t l e  o r  no s n o w f a l l .  L ikewise ,  we l e a r n  of g r e a t  snows l o c a l l y  on t h e  south-  

e a s t  shore  of  Lake E r i e ,  o r  of e x t r a o r d i n a r y '  d e p t h s  t h a t  f a l l  a t  t i m e s  n e a r  t h e  

e a s t  s h o r e s  of Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, and e s p e c i a l l y  n e a r  t h e  w e s t e r n  and of 

Lake Ontar io .  While c l e a r  weather  may ' p r e v a i l  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  snow may be f a l l i n g  

c o n t i n u o u s l y  o v e r  a 5 o r  1 0  mi le  b e l t  a l o n g  t h e  l a k e  shoro.  Winter  weather  maps 

a p p e a r  incomple te  wi thout  t h e  "S" symbol and t h e  shaded amudge f o r  snow a l o n g  t h e  

e a s t e r l y  shoreG o f  t h e  Great  Lakes. These r e g i o n s  a r e  very p o o r  ones  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  

weather  s h a r p s  who know how t o  i n t e r p r e t  c i r r u G  c l o u d s  i n  te rms  of coming s t o r m s ,  

f o r  t h e  snow on t h e  r e a r  of  one low s c a r c e l y  s t o p s  b e f o r e  t h a t  of t h e  n e x t  begins .  

C l o u d i n e s s  i s  a lmost  c o n t i n u a l .  

Nhy s h o u l d  t h e s o  p l a c e s  have p r i v a t e  snowstorms? I n  a word, it i s  t h e s e  shorek 

t h a t  a r e  s t r u c k  by t h e  damp a i r  from t h e  LakoG when c h i l l e d  by tho  prevailing c o l d  

n o r t h w e s t e r l y  winds.  A t  t h i s  t ime of yoar  t h e  l a k e s  a r e  s t i l l  open,  a t  l e a s t  i n  

t h e i r  l a r g e r  s t r e t c h e s ,  and p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  p a s s i n g  a i r  a s u r f a c e  having  a tomporatu- 

n o t  lower t h a n  t h e  f r e e z i n g  p o i n t .  T h i s  s u r f a c e  b o t h  warms and h u m i d i f i e s  t h e  colC: 

e r  winds f r o m  t h e  land.  New c o l d  air  t e n d s  t o  d i s p l a c e  and  f o r c e  t h e  warmor  upward, 

t h e r e b y  c o o l i n g  i t  and s t a r t i n g  p r e c i p i t a t i o n .  On r e a c h i n g  t h o  e a s t o r n  shoro f r i c -  

t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l a n d  and a s c e n t  up i t s  s lope  g r e a t l y  a c c e n t u a t o s  t h i s  e x p a n s i o n a l  coo:'. 

i n g  and  c a u s e s  heavy s n o w f a l l .  Back from thephore  t h e  r a t e  of a s c o n t  becomes very  

much less and t h e  a i r  d r i e r ,  s o  t h e  snowstorm does  n o t  e x t e n d  f a r .  
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