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THE CLIMATIC qCEJSITY OF GARAGES 

I n  New England and o t h e r  co ld  snowy reg ions ,  such as Michigan, New York, and 

e a s t e r n  Canada, no one would dream of l eav ing  h i s  c a r  s t and ing  out  a l l  win te r  - 
t h a t  is ,  if he were imine; it d a i l y  o r  had hopes of sa lvaging  it i n  sp r ing .  There 

i s  a srbory of  a man who abandoned h i s  c a r  nea r  Franconia  Notch i n  an October snow- 

storm and had t o  d i g  t h r e e  t imes  before  he could f i n d  it. A garage of 601138 Sor t  i s  

p r a c t i c a l l y  e s s e n t i a l  i n  a l and  of heavy mow and i c e  s t o r m s ,  and, moreover, Conven- 

ience  demands t h a t  i t  should be heated.  Even b a t t e r i e s  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  f r e e z i n g  a t  

zero tempera tur i s .  

Consequently,  t he  no r the rne r  v i s i t i n g  Washington, D.C. , i n  win ter  is a w p r i s e d  

t o  s e e  t h e  s t r e e t s  l i r fed with parked c a r s ,  n i g h t  a f t e r  n ight .  I n  Washington r e n t s  

are so high  and t h e  c l ima te  r e l a t i v e l y  so mild t h a t  t h e  c o s t  of garage space would 

o f t e n  exceed the  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  s u f f e r e d  by the  c a r  i n  tanding  ou t .  These parked 

c a r s  i n  Washington c o n s t i t u t e  q u i t e  a problem f o r  the  s t r e e t  department,  f o r  t h e  
P 

s t r e e t s  a r e  at no time f r e e  of automobiles and hence cannot be e a s i l y  c l e a r e d  i n  

case  of snow. One winter  morning a f te r  a l i g h t  fa l l  of  s t i c k y  enow a n  observer  w a l k -  

i ng  i n  town t o  work counted the  number of pass ing  c a r 8  with d ry  and with snowy tops.  

As 117 were d ry  and 111 snowy, appa ren t ly  nea r ly  ha l f  of them had s tood  o u t  over- 

n igh t .  
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