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RELAYING COLD INTO FLORIDA

A fortnight ago Florida experienced one of the worst cold waves in recent
years. 1In the citrus fruit belt temperaturee fell to 27 or 28 degrees Fahrenheit,
which is about the freezing point of oranges. The minimum at Tampa fell to 30
and even at Miami the cold wind drove'thq thermometer down to 36. Lack of heating
facilities caused schools to close on account of the cold.

Usually a north or northwest wind from the cold intefior is warmed very consid.
ably before reaching Florida. This time, two snow-storms in succession prepared
the way for the cold wave by‘covering the north central and Atlantic coast states
and extending the snow blanket over North Carolina and even into Georgia. This
fresh snow surface afforded a cold path for the north wind, which had to‘cross only
300 miles of bare country before reaching Florida,

A mountain range across the northern border of the state would be quite & pro-
tection for the citrus fruit raisers. The southern California fruit district has
such a barrier in the San Bernardino and San Gabriel Mountains and seldom suffers
from windy freezes. For in passing over tho mountain range the wind often precipi-
tates snow on the windward slope and descends on the other side warmer and drier.

Orchard heaters can be used effectively in southern Califernia because cold
weather there occurs meinly on calm clear nights. In Florida, however, freezes are
seldom experienced except with a northerly wind.vwhich quickly blows away any air
warmed locally by erchard heaters, Morsover, the fruit, like an auto, freezes more

rapidly in a wind than in calm air.
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