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RELAYING COLD INTO FLORIDA 

A f o r t n i g h t  ago F l o r i d a  experienced one of  t he  worst  co ld  wave8 i n  r e c e n t  

Years. I n  t h e  c i t r u s  f r u i t  b e l t  temperaturec f e l l  t o  27 o r  28 degrees  Fahrenhei t ,  

which i s  about  t h e  f r e e z i n g  p o i n t  of oranges.  The minimum a t  Tampa f e l l  t o  30 

and even a t  M i a m i  t he  co ld  wind d rove ' t he  thermometer down t o  36. Lack of  hea t ing  

f a c i l i t i e s  caused schools  t o  c lose  on account  of tho co ld .  

Usually a no r th  o r  northweet wind from t h e  c o l d  i n t e r i o r  i s  warmed very C O n s i d ~  

ab ly  b e f o r e  reaching F lo r ida .  

the way f o r  t he  co ld  wave by covering the  n o r t h  c e n t r a l  and A t l a n t i c  c o a s t  s t a t e s  

and extending the  snow b lanke t  over North Caro l ina  and even i n t o  Georgia. 

This  t ime,  two snow-storms i n  success ion  prepared 

This  

f r e s h  snow su r face  a f fo rded  a co ld  path f o r  t h e  no r th  wind, which had t o  c r o s s  only 

300 mi l e s  of bare  country before  r eaah ing  F l o r i d a ,  

A mountain range a c r o s s  t h e  no r the rn  bordor of t he  s t a t e  would bo q u i t e  a pro- 

t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  c i t r u s  f r u i t  r a i s e r s .  The southorn  C a l i f o r n i a  f r u i t  d i s t r i c t  has 

such a b a r r i e r  i n  t h e  San Dernardino and San Gabriel  Mountains and seldom s u f f e r s  

from windy freezes. F o r  i n  passing over tho mountain range the  wind o f t e n  procipi- 

t a t e s  snow on t h e  windward s lope  and descend8 on tho o t h e r  s i d e  warmer and d r i e r .  

Orchard h e a t e r s  can be used e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  southern  C a l i f o r n i a  because co ld  

weather t he re  occurs  mainly on calm c l e a r  n igh t s .  I n  F l o r i d a ,  however, f r e e z e s  a r e  

seldom axperienced except  wi th  a n o r t h e r l y  wind, which qu ick ly  blows away any a i r  

warmed l o c a l l y  by orchard  h e a t e r s ,  Moreover, the  f r u l t ,  l i k e  an a u t o ,  f r e e z e s  more 

r a p i d l y  i n  a wind than  i n  calm air .  
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