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.-.I--- PLAMETS AND OUR TENPERATURE 

I t  has been shown, by D r .  W.J. Humphreys i n  "Rainmaking and o the r  Weather 

Vagaries",  t h a t  t he  e l e c t r i c a l  and t i d a l  a f f e c t s  of tho planets on our atmosphere 

a r c  n r g l i g i b l e ;  b u t  a r e  t h e r e  o the r  ways i n  which they  might conc.L.~ifably i3f lUence 

Our "Jca+Aer? The amount of r a d i a t i o n  which we r ece ive  from t h e  p l a n e t s  b e c ~ . u s e  Of 

t h e i r  vary ing  phase and d i s t a n c e  changos by a n  amount equal t o  that  r ece ived  from 

240 first  magnitude stars. Venus i s  r e spons ib l e  f o r  mos t  of t h i s  v a r i a t i o n ,  as she 

v a r i e s  f r o m  the  equ iva len t  of 209 such stars t o  zero. B u t  cons ider  t h a t  t h e  sun is 

cqui:mlent $0 73,000,000,000 of t hese  stars and the i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  of p l ane ta ry  

chant.00 i s  apparent .  Indeed,  theypould a l t e r  the temporaturo of the  c a r . t h ' s  sur faco  

by only one m i l l i o n t h  of a degroe Fahrenhei t .  

But could the  p l a n e t s  a f f e c t  t he  e a r t h ' s  temperature by changing i t s  d i s t anco  

f r o m  t h e  sun? 

s l i g h t l y  from i t s  o r b i t .  All t oge tho r ,  they  seldom change tho e a r t h ' s  6 i s t a n c e  

The p l a n e t s  are a b l e  by t h e i r  g r a v i t a t i o n a l  p u l l  t o  d e f l o c t  t h c e a r t h  I 
f r o m  the  sun by morethan 1/17,000 o r  the h e a t  r ece ived  by morc than 1/'0,500. In a l l ,  

t h i s  might causa a change i n  su r face  temperaturo amounting t o  only  0.02 degbees 

Fahrenhei t ,  
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