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TOO COLD TO SNOVJ? 

I t  i s  n e v e r  t o o  c n l d  to w n o w ,  alt.hntigh o f t e n  t h o  oxtiwrnc d r y n n s e  of vory c o l d  

9ir rnakor: h ~ c i v y  N I J O W f F 1 1 1  un l jke ly .  When t h s  tempera ture  i n  t h e  c loud  whore t h e  snc 

i s  forming i s  n e a r  f r e e z i n g ,  t h r e e  t i m e s  as much m o i s t u r e  is p r e s e n t  as a t  z e r o  

F a h r e n h e i t .  I n  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  t h e  h e a v i e s t  s n o w f a l l s  come u s u a l l y  w i t h  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  

s u r f a c e  winds,  w i t h  t e m p e r a t u r e s  between 20 and  30 d e g r e e s  F a h r e n h o i t ,  underrunning 

t h e  s o u t h e r l y  winds h i g h e r  up t h a t  a r e  s u p p l y i n g  .: most of t h e  snow. 

i n  t h e  g r e a t  snowstorm of Jan. 30, 1925, when some stations i n  c e n t r a l  New York 

T h i s  wasthe C a s L  
i 

r e c e i v e d  t h r e e  f e e t  of snow i n  b u t  18 hours .  .Nor thwes t  winds from t h e  i n t e r i o r  a r e  

t y p i c a l l y  b o t h  c o l d e r  and  d r i e r  and produce o n l y  snow f l u r r i e s .  

P r o f ,  A. J. Henry, of t h e  U.S. :;'eather Bureau, h a s  summarized t h o  g r e a t e s t  

%-hour s n o w f a l l s  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of t h e  count ry .  The n o r t h e a s t  l e a d s  w i t h  

2 t o  3 f e e t  i n  ono day;  t h e  lower Lako r o g i o n  Btands 6ocond w i t h  18-20 i n c h e s ;  whilc  

on t h e  c o l d  d r y  n o r t h e r n  p l a i n s  t h e  h e a v i o s t  f a l l  i n  Eome p l a c e s  h a s  n o t  exceeded 9 

i n c h e s .  

I t  would be a m i s t a k e ,  howcvcr, t o  t h i n k  t h a t  snow docs n o t  form a t  low tcmpurfi 

t u r e s .  Two i n c h e s  of snow h a s  been  known t o  f a l l ,  probably  from a w a r m  upper  wind, ' 

when t h e  thermometer s t o o d  as low as 24 d e g r e e s  bclow zero  F a h r e n h e i t  a t  t h e  ground. 

The h i g h e s t  c & r r u s  c l o u d s ,  which a r e  composed of mow c r y s t a l s ,  form at l e v o l s  where 

t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e s  average  65 d e g r e e s  below z e r o  E a h r e n h e i t .  

( A l l  r i g h t s  r e s o r v o d  by Sc ienca  S e r v i c o , I n c I )  
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