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CilINOOK 
-I-- 

Near t h e  mouth of t h e  Columbia  River  once l i v e d  t h o  Chinooks,  a t r i b e  of 

Indians .  Soms oarly t r a d o r s  o n  t h c  Co1,umbia gavo t h e  name of nChinookn t o  the  

warm Southwest wind blowing from t h e  d i s t r i c t  where t h e s o  I n d i a n s  l i v e d ,  N O W  t h e  

name bs a p p l i e d  m o s t  g o n e r a l l y  t o  t h o  s t r i k i n g l y  warm d r y  winds which o f t e n  descend 

from t h e  Rockies on t o  t h e  Grea t  P l a i n s .  

d e g r e e s  F a h r e n h e i t  with t h e  ground snow covored. 

I n  Montana, t h e  tcmpesaturo may b o  20 

Suddonly comes a blast of w a r m  

a i r ,  c a u s i g g  the  tempera ture  t o  r i s e  perhaps  20 o r  30 d e g r e e s  i n  a few minutes ,  and 

70 o r  80 d e g r e e s  i n  t h e  course  of s e v e r a l  hours .  

e n t i r e l y ,  G O  t h a t  s t a r v i n g  c a t t l e  a r e  able t o  g e t  food.  

Snow m o l t s  and may even d i s a p p e a r  . 
wind 

Sometimes, t h e  war_m/ceases 

almost as suddenly as i t  began;  c o l d  a i r  s u r g e s  back and t h e  tempera ture  falzs, per- 

haps t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  l e v e l .  

The Chinook resembles  t h e  Alp ine  "foehn" o r  "Schneef resser"  (snow-eater) ,  o r  t h r  

r e l a t i v e l y  warm winds of t h e  h i g h  i c e  caps  of Greenland and A n t a r c t i c a .  It  may 

Geem odd t h a t  such w a r m  winds s h o u l d  come down from snow-covered mountains.  I n  each 

3:ase, t h e  wind f i r s t  r o s e  i n  p a s s i n g  over  t h e  range.  Expanding and c o o l i n g  caused it 

t o  P r e c i p i t a t e  some of i t s  m o i s t u r e .  But as l o n g  as p r e c i p i t a t i o n  o c c u r s ,  h e a t  i s  

l i b e r a t e d ,  t h u s  t h e  a i r  c o u l d  n o t  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o o l  g r e a t l y  d u r i n g  i t s  a s c e n t  and roar.... 

ed t h e  summit n o t  much c o l d e r  b u t  c o n s i d e r a b l y  d r i e r  t h a n  a t  t h e  start. The d r y  

wind descending  on tho  l e e  s i d e  of  t h e  mountains  o r  i c e  cap  was t h a n  s o  much warmed 

by Compression t h a t  i t  r e a c h e d  a tempera turo  w e l l  above f r e e z i n g .  On t h e  oast c o a s t  

of  Greenland ,  t h e  tempera ture  has r i s e n  t o  6Z d e g r e e s  F a h r e n h e i t  w i t h  a descending  

$ 8 1 0  o f f  t h e  i n l a n d  i c e .  
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