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CANDLEMAS

An 01d World superstition seys that if the hedgehog sees his shadow on Februar:
2 or Candlemas day, six weeks more of winter are in store. The early colonisis
brought this tradition with them to America, but not finding any European hedgehogs
at hand, they gave the woodchuck, or groundhog, the bole of forecaster. Consequent]
we are told that the groundhog will wake from his winter sleep and come out of his
burrow today. How he is to break through a hoavy covering of ice and snow appears &
bit problematical. If the day is cloudy, he will know that mild weather is ahead
and he will stay up, otherwise he will return for six week's more sleép.

Unforﬁ%ately, for the ground hog's reputation as a forecaster, the Weather
Bureau has found that the cloudiness or clearness of February 2 bears no constant
relation to the weather of the following six weeks. Last year, February 2 was
generally cloudy along the Atlantic coast and in the Middle West., But in the East,
the sun shone long enough-for Mr. Groundhog to have seen his shadow. ' The following
8ix weeks were generally cold. As usual Mr. Groundhog scored about 50 per eemt.on
his forecast.
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