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THE COLD WAVE'S 'CARPET 

The f l u r r y  of snow, o r  , sometimes,  t h e  snowstorm t h a t  preccdos  a c o l d  

wave, i s  t o  t h e  southward s p r e a d  of  t h e  c o l d  a i r  approximate ly  as i s  t h e  t r e a d  

f o r  t h e  progress of t h e  c a t e r p i l l a r  t r a c t o r .  The snow b l a n k e t  - howovor t h i n  it 

may be at t imes  - p r o v i d e s  a c o l d  s u r f a c e  f o r  t h o  c o l d  air. I t  p r o t e c t s  the c o l d  

a i r  a g a i n s t  t h e  warming e f f e c t  of t h o  ground and ,  bp i t s  r o f l e c t i n g  q u a l i t y ,  i t  

minimizes t h e  h e a t i n g  of t h e  s u r f a c e  by t h e  s u n l i g h t .  

1% does more. The c o l d  wind i s  a d r y  wind, t h i r s t y  f o r  w a t a r .  Snow evapor- 

a ter ;  from t h e  s u r f a a e ,  t h e  vapor t a k i n g  h e a t  ae i t  goes, And when tho  wind blows 

c louds  of  t h i s  snow i n t o  t h e  a i r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  e v a p o r a t i v e  c o o l i n g  i s  g r e a t l y  

i n c r e a s e d .  If t h e  weather  were an imate ,  WQ could  s a y  - How c l e v e r  of t h e  c o l d  

wave t o  l a y  a c o l d  snow c a r p e t ,  so i t  can t r a v e l  wi thout  g e t t i n g  i t s  f e e t  warm! 
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