
4 Science  S e r v i c e  F e a t u r e  
Released  on receipt  
b u t  i n t e n d e d  f o r  use 
February  7 , 1927 ? WHY THE WEATHER 0 Mtiiled January 31,1927 

By D r .  C h a r l e s  F. Brooks 
of C l a r k  U n i v e r s i t y  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR COMMERCIA& METEOROLOGISTS 

The demands for weather knowledge have become s o  g r e a t  t h a t  Weather Bureau 

s t a t i o n s  o f t e n  have d i f f i c u l t y  i n  h a n d l i n g  a l l  t h o  r e q u e s t s  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  which 

come t o  them. In  small c i t i e s  wi thout  r e g u l a r  s t a t i o n s ,  c o o p e r a t i v e  o b s e r v e r s  of 

t h e  Yiieather Bureau sometimes c a r r y  on c o n s i d e r a b l e  commercial work, 

COmmerCe o r  large c o r p o r a t i o n s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  r e q u i r e  n e a r l y  t h e  f u l l  t ime Of an  ex- 

p e r i e n c e d  man as c o n s u l t i n g  m e t e o r o l o g i s t .  

Chambers Of 

The c o n s u l t i n g  m e t e o r o l o g i s t  is n o t  employed p r i m a r i l y  t o  make f o r e c a s t s ,  ,thougll 

one who knows hiG l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  wel l  may e l a b o r a t e  upon t h e  g e n e r a l  f o r e c a s t s  

i s s u e d  by t h e  Weather Bureau. His t a s k  i s  r a t h e r  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  made of  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  weather  f o r e c a s t s ,  f o r  example i n  d i r e c t i n g  

a d v e r t i s i n g  o r  t h e  m a t t e r  of h e a t i n g .  Enormous s a v i n g s  a r e  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h i s  last 

i tem. Again,  he i n t e r p r e t s  c l i m a t o l o g i c a l  data f o r  b u i l d e r s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  and va r ious  

i ndus t r i e 8.  

A commercial m e t e o r o l o g i s t  o r  t h e  !%ather Bureau i s  l i k e l y  t o  bo c a l l e d  upon f o r  

o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  rain i n s u r a n c o  o r  f o r  f o r e c a e t i n g  snow s torms f o r  h i s  

l o c a l  s t r e e t  department .  Perhaps on bad mornings,  t h e  s c h o o l  superindiendent i n q u i r e r ,  

whether he s h o u l d  soundbhe %o uchool"  s i g n a l ,  

w i t n e s s  supply ing  weather  r e c o r d s  i n  c o u r t ,  o r  weather  d a t a  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  wi th  i n s u r -  

The m e t e o r o l o g i s t  a c t s  a B  e x p e r t  
* 

ance s e t t l e m e n t s  f o r  damaged goods. I n  c i t i e e  which have no Weather Buroau s t a t i o n : ,  

he i s  sometimes asked  t o  g i v e  a d a i l y  weather r e p o r t  over  t h e  r a d i o  o r  t o  i s s u e  a 

r e p o r t  and f o r e c a s t  f o r  t h e  d a i y  paper ,  
( A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d  by S c i e n c e  S e r v i c e , I n c , )  
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