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AN EARLY VIEW OF NEW ENGLAIQ CLIMATE 

I n  Dccomber, 1621, Edward VJinslow wrote t o  a f r i e n d  i n  England d e c l a r i n g  

t h e  worth of t h e  Plymouth " p l a n t a t i o n " ;  O f  t h e  New England c l i m a t e  he s a y s  - 
"For t h e  temper of t h e  a i r  h e r e ,  it a g r e e t h  w e l l  with t h a t  i n  

England: and  i f  t h e r e  be any d i f f e r e n c e  a t  a l l ,  t h i s  i s  somewhat 
h o t t e r  i n  summer. Some t h i n k  it t o  b o  c o l d e r  i n  win tor :  b u t  I c a n n o t ,  
ou t  of e x p o r i e n c o ,  s o  say .  The a i r  i s  vory c l o a r ;  and n o t  f o g g y ,  as 
bath been r e p o r t e d .  I n e v e r ,  i n  my l i f e ,  remember a more s e a s o n a b l e  
Year t h a n  we have h e r e  enjoyed..." 

Porhaps t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  a b i t  f l a t t e r i n g  t o  Now England weather ,  b u t  

we should  remember Winslow was hoping t o  persuade  h i s  f r i o n d  t o  come over  on t h e  ' 

n e x t  iboat. Other  P i l g r i m  a c c o u n t s  g i v e  more emphasis  t o  t h e  c o l d  of t h e  f irst  

w i n t e r  i n  New i n g l a n d ;  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

" F r o s t  and  f o u l  weather  h i n d e r e d  us  much. T h i s  t ime of y e a r  seldom could  
we work h a l f  t h e  week." 

"It  blowed and d id  snow a l l  t h a t  day and n i g h t ;  and f r o z e  w i t h a l ,  Some 
of o u r  peop le  t h a t  a r e  dead , took  t h e  o r i g i n a l  of t h e i r  d e a t h  here ."  

The main d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  c l i m a t e  of Old and New England a r e  sugges ted  

though n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  s t r e s s e d ;  New fingland b e i n g  far less equable  and  l e s s  moist 

t h a n  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s .  The mean t e m p e r a t u r e  of London f o r  mid-winter i s  between 

t h a t  of Washington, D.C. and  Richmond, Va,, and n e a r l y  10  d e g r e e s  F a h r e n h e i t  higho: 

t h a n  t h a t  of t h o  Plymouth reg ion .  Only 13 o r  14  days  a y e a r  w i t h  s k a t i n g  i s  t h e  

a v e r a g e  a t  R e g e n t ' s  Park ( i n  London); o c c a s i o n a l l y  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  3 o r  4 such days.  

( A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d  by Sc ience  S e r v i c e  , I n c a )  
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