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COLD flAVl3.BY DAY 

We have the impression t h a t  the  co ld  wave i s  usua l ly  a nocturna l  phenomenon, 

and i n  t h i s  we a r e  not  without  adequate foundat ion,  The co ld  wave i s ,  i n  i t s  broad 

e s t  terms,  a l a r g e  and r a p i d  f a l l  i n  temperature t o  low l e v e l s .  It usua l ly  COmeS 

with a change from mild r a i n y  o r  snowy weather t o  c l e a r  skie8. Now day o r  n igh t  t h  

temperatures  drn cloudy, r a i n y  o r  snowy weather a r e  much t h e  same i n  win te r ,  f o r  t h r  

s l a n t i n g  r a y s  of the  sun have l i t t l e  oppor tuni ty  t o  w a r m  t h e  lower a i r  through the 

t h i c k  cover ing  of cloud. On the  o the r  hand, i n  c l e a r  weather the  daytime tempera- 

t u r e s ,  i n  the  b r i l l i a n t  sunshine,  a r e  commonly 15 t o  20 degrees  h igher  than  the  

night t ime ones,  when r a p i d  cool ing  by r a d i a t i o n  is poss ib le .  So t he  temperatures  

a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  be much lower than  24 hours  e a r l l e r ' o n  a c l e a r  n igh t  wi th  a co ld  

wind fo l lowing  a cloudy n i g h t ,  t han  i n  t h e  middle of a c l e a r  day fo l lowing  a cloudy 

one. 

The g r e a t  co ld  wave of January 26-27, 1927, i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  United S t a t e s  

Was a night t ime affair  from nor thern  Iowa and southern  Minnesota eastward through 

l o w e r  Michigan, Ontar io ,  western and no r the rn  New York t o  no r the rn  New England and ! 

Maritime Province8. But it s t r u c k  t h e  dense ly  populated southern Hew England, New 

YOrk ,  and the Middle A t l a n t i c  s t a t e s  by day. In  s p i t e  of adequate co ld  wave warn- 

i n g s  by the  i ieather  Bureau a s u r p r i s i n g l y  l a r g e  number of a u t o s  froan, up. Vith 

morning temperatures  10  t o  30 degree8 Fahrenhei t ,  and w i t h  b r i g h t  sunshine i t  wa3 

hard t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  temperature 'was f a l l i n g  rap id ly .  In P a r t s  of southern  

New England the  temperature  f e l l  from near  25 down t o  5 between 6 amm. and noon. 
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