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COAST - IS WARhIER THAK INLAND 

R ~ g J r n 1 3  immodlately b o r d e r i n g  upon t h e  A t l a n t i c  Coast, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  
I 

i s l a n d 6  and promontor ies ,  t h e  one e n c i r c l e d ,  t h e  o t h e r  n e a r l y  surrounded by t h e  

ocean ,  have m i l d e r  w i n t e r  c l i m a t e s  t h a n  commonly a r e  exper ienced  i n l a n d .  The 

r e a s o n  i s  t h e  dominat ing  e f f e c t  of e x t e n s i v e ,  r e l a t i v e l y  w a r m  w a t e r  S u r f a c e s ,  

i n s t e a d  of  t h e  c h i l l i n g  i n f l u e n c e  of  s n o w f i e l d s  o r  f r o z e n ,  b a r e  ground. Because; 

of i t s  g r e a t  d e p t h  and enormous amount of s t o r e d  h o a t  t h e  s ea  does n o t ,  i n  middle 

l a t i t u d e s ,  cool  r a p i d l y  enough t o  f a l l  t o  f r e e z i n g  tempera ture ,  which i n  tho  c a s e  

of  sa l t  w a t e r  i s  28 d e g r e e s  F a h r e n h e i t ,  i n s t o a d  of t h e  32 d e g r e e s  a$ which f r e s h  

water  c r y s t a l l i z e s .  

For  example,  t h e  ocean  w a t e r  off  A t l a n t i c  C i t y  avoragos a b o u t  70 degrQcS 

i n  summer and  40 d e g r e e s  i n  w i n t e r .  Off Boston kii6 average is 60 d o g r o e s  o r  

t h e r e a b o u t s  i n  summer and 30 d e g r e e s  F a h r e n h e i t  i n  w i n t e r .  The winds t h a t  s t r i k o  

an  i s l a n d  such as Nantucket  o r  Marthas Vineyard must f i r s g p a s s  over  s u r f a c o s  n o t  

e x c e s s i v e l y  c o l d ,  whi lo  i n  r e g i o n s  i n l a n d  a l l  winds must blow over  snow-covercd 

O r  f r o z e n  ground, b o t h  of  which commonly are much c o l d e r  t h a n  t h e  ocoan. Therefor0  

t h e s e  i s l a n d s  hake f h a t  is known as a marine c l i m a t e ,  and the\same is t r u e  t o  a 

l c s s e r  degree  of t h e  l a n d  which l i e s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  c o a s t .  In u marine c l i m a t e  i n  
I 

mid-LBti tudes much of t h e  w i n t e r  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  which i n l a n d  falls as snow t a k e s  tho  

f o r m  of ra in ,  and such mow as does  f a l l  i s  l i k e l y  t o  m e l t  q u i c k l y .  
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