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&GREAT SNO!’JSTORIVI 

Had t h e  g r e a t  snowstorm of January 29 and 30, 1925, c o n c e n t r a t e d  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  

on New York C i t y  i n s t e a d  of p a s s i n g  f a r t h e r  n o r t h , ’  it might have become famous as L: I 

“Bl izzard of ‘25”. Mr. J. Henry Weber, of C l a r k  U n i v e r s i t y ,  has  made a s p e c i a l  

s tudy  of t h i s  remarkable  s torm.  Over a b o u t  a f i f t h  of New York s t a t e  25 i n c h e s  

O f  Snow o r  more f e l l  i n  l e s s  than  24 hours .  The r a t e  of f a l l  was a6 much as 2 

i n c h e s  a n  hour  i n  some l o c a l i t i o s ,  o r  about  twice  t h e  average  f o r  snowstorms. A t  

S k a n e a t e l e s ,  one of t h e  “Finger  Lakes“ s o u t h  of Syracuse ,  38 i n c h e s  of snow f e l l  i s  

18 hours .  That  t h i s  i s  an  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  amount w i l l  bo more r e a d i l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  i f  

\’’, remember t h a t  2 o r  3 f e e t  i s  t h e  f i g u r e  u s u a l l y  g i v e n  as t h o  maximum 24-hour 

: .cowfall  i n  t h e  N o r t h e a s t ,  where o u r  h e a v i e s t  s n o w f a l l s  occur .  Such a q u a n t i t y  

should s a t i s f y  t h e  o l d  t i m e r  who complains t h a t  w i n t e r s  a r e  n o t  what t h e y  usod t o  

be. 

Chicago and  n e a r l y  e q u a l l e d  t h a t  of Boston. 

The s n o w f a l l  of t h i s  andstorm exceeded t h e  a n n u a l  avorage f o r  Now York o r  

The cause  of such a n  e x c e s s i v e  d e p o s i t  of snow was i n  t h i s  c a s e  much t h e  Sam8 

as i n  o t h e r  h i s t o r i c  snowstorms. A l a r g o  mass o f  c o l d  air formcd a bulwark u p  and 

Over which a mois t  b las t  from t h e  ocoan was f o r c e d  t o  riso and c o o l  r a p i d l y ,  The 

speod of a s c e n t  of t h i s  m o i s t  air was probably r c n d e r o d  much g r o a t c r  t h a n  i n  a n  

o r d i n a r y  snowstorm by t h e  developmont of a secondary  cyclone s o u t h  of t h o  main s t o r i  

c e n t e r ,  and p e r h a p s  a l s o  by t h e  o b s t r u c t i o n  t o  f r e e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f f e r e d  by t h e  hiGI,- 

1 ands . 
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