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POGONIP 

In c e r t a i n  s e c t i o n s  of the  Rocky Mountains a frozen m i s t  o r  fog i s  expe- 

r ienced  i n  win te r ,  sometimes appearing euddonly on very b r i g h t  co ld  days. 

fog  i s  known by the  Indian name of "pogonip" and i s  g r e a t l y  dreaded by S O ~ O  

mountainears.  The f i n e ,  extremely co ld  i c e  need le s  a r e  said t o  cause f a t a l  

Th i s  

i n j u r y  t o  t h e  lungs. 

i ng  the  mixture  of c o l d  air  masses o f  d i f f e r e n t  temperatures.  

Pogonip eeems t o  be caused by sudden condensation a t t end-  

According t o  a s t o r y  publ ished i n  the Monthly Weather Review some yea r s  

ago,  one b r i l l i a n t ,  though b i t t e r l y  co ld  February day, a wagon p a r t y  were enjoy- 

i n g  a d r i v e  through the mountains in nor thorn  Colorado. A l l  a t  once, they  were 

aware of a s t i n g i n g  sensa t ion  which they  could n o t  account for.  Gradually,. a 

g e n t l e  wind 

diamond d u s t .  They drove on, n o t  r e a l i z i n g  the  danger u n t i l  a s e t t l e r  rushed 

out  of h i s  cab in  with h i s  head bound i n  muf f l e r s  and handed them a warning 

w r i t t e n  on a s l i p  of paper. 

ing the  c a b i n ,  t h e  p a r t y  were a l l  v i o l e n t l y  s i c k  with coughs and f eve r  and one 

woman d i e d  t h e  next  morning, a p p a r e n t l y  from pneumoniar One win ter  a whole t r i b e  

o f  Indians i n  Wyoming a r e  said t o  have per i shed  from the e f f e c t s  of t he  pogonip. 

s t a r t e d  and the  p rev ious ly  c l e a r  air became f i l l e d  with s p a r k l i n g  

He did no t  da re  speak. Within an hour  after e n t e r -  
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