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GEORGE WASHINGTON, OBSERVER -- 
George Washington 's  i n t e r o s t s  were broad  enough t o  i n c l u d e  a woather d i a r y .  

I n  f a c t ,  t h e  last e n t r y  i n  h i s  d i a r y ,  made t h e  day b e f o r e  h i s  death,was a b r i e f  

no te  o n . t h e  weather .  According t o  C.J .  Root,  i n  t h e  B u l l e t i n  of t h e  American 

Meteoro logica l  S o c i e s y ,  on December 12, 1799, two days  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h ,  George 

Yiashington was o u t  i n  bad weather  f o r  s e v e r a l  hour6 a n d s a t  down t o  d i n n e r  wi thout  

chanetng h i s  c l o t h e s .  His diary f o r  t h a t  day (as quoted  i n  L i b e r t y )  reads :  

"December 12. Morning cloudy. Wind a t  No. ET. and Mer. 33. A l a r g e  
c i r c l e  around t h e  liloon last Night .  About 10 O 'c lock  it began t o  snow, soon 
a f t e r  t o  Hail, and t h e n  t o  a s e t t l e d  c o l d  Rain. Mer. Z8 at Night." 

The n e x t  day he remained i n d o o r s  w i t h  a sore  t h r o a t .  Here i s W h a t  he says about; 

t he  weather:  

"December 13. Morning Snowing and a b t .  3 i n c h e s  deep, Wind at No. E t . ,  

and Mer. a t  30. contg.  Snowing till 1 O'clock, and abt. 4 it became p e r f e c t l y  

c l e a r .  Wind in t h e  same p l a c e  b u t  n o t  hard. 1VIer- 28 at  Night." 

The f o l l o w i n g  day he was b l e d ,  and a t  a b o u t  10 pornC of t h e  1 4 t h  he died.  

( A l l  r i g h t 6  r e s e r v e d  by S c i e n c e  S e r v i c e ,  I n c ,  ) 
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