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THE BAD SEASON FOR FORECASTERS 

I n  s p e l l s  of o r d e r l y  weather  we become s o  used t o  good f o r e c a s t i n g  by t h e  

Weather Bureau thy% we a r e  s p o i l e d  i n t o  e x p e c t i n g  n e a r  p e r f e c t i o n  at a l l  t imes .  

F o r  example, when t h e  Bureau i ssuos  s torm warnings f o r  t h e  A t l a n t i c  c o a s t  and 

P r e d i c t s  snow f o r  s o u t h o a a t e r n  New England people  i n l a n d  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  use h a r d  

Word6 as t h e y  f a c e  t h e  snowy g a l e  o r  t r y  t o  keep ways c l e a r e d  when t h e  s t o r m ,  which 

was expec ted  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  coast o n l y ,  suddenly expands g r e a t l y r  I t ' s  no use  

blaming t h e  s t o r m ,  s o  t h e  f o r e c a s t o r  becomes t h e  b u t t .  

I n  camp it  i s  commonly a r u l e  t h a t  whoever complains about  t h e  cooking can do 

t h e  t r i c k  h i m s e l f .  Does anyone who complains  about  t h e  weather  f o r e c a s t i n g  t h i n k  

hu can do b e t t c r  t h a n  t h e  f o r e c a s t e r ?  

been t h o  p o l i c y  of t h e  Weather Bureau t o  meet a l l  comers and t o  submit t o  r i g i d  

Eo h a s  a p e r f e c t  r i g h t  t o  try. '  It h a s  l o n g  

V e r i f i c a t i o n  t h e  f o r e c a s t s  of t h o s e  who C l a i m  thay  can  do b e t t e r .  During t h e  p a s t  

f e w  y e a r s ,  howevor, t h o  Weather Bureau h a s  had t o  l i m i t  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  because t h e  

no s u r p l u s  h a s  bcen a v a i l a b l e  f o r  o t h e r  purposos.  

( A l l  r i g h t s  roservod by Ccionce S e r v i c e  , I n c a )  
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