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SNOW CRYSTALS 

If you would see snow c r y s t a l s  a t  t h e i r  b e s t ,  ca tch  some of t he  f l akes  t h a t  f a l l  

a t  the beginning o f  a snow storm or when the re  i s  l i t t l e  wind. Snow c r y s t a l s  are 

e a s i l y  broken i n  t h e i r  descent ,  o r  sometimes they  a re  p a r t i a l l y  molted o r  evaporated,  

O r  they may adhere toge ther  i n  l a r g e  f l a k e s ,  s o  t h a t  pe r fec t  s i n g l e  c r y s t a l s a r e  n o t  

always t o  be found. professor  Talman of  the  Weather Bureau l i b r a r y  t e l l s  u s  that  as 

e a r l y  as the 16th  century  a l ea rned  Swedish h i s t o r i a n  mads drawings of snow c r y s t a l s ,  

bu t  now rnicro-photographs make poss ib l e  a f u l l e r  apprec i a t ion  of the marvelous 

beauty and symmetry o f  snow c r y s t a l s  even i n  some o f  t h e i r  f i n e s t  d e t a i l s .  W. A. 

Bentley o f  Jer icho,  Vermont, has  made an extensive c o l l e c t i o n  of  these snow Crys ta l  

Photographs -- each with i t s  own ind iv idua l i ty .  

Small snow c r y s t a l s  such as hexagonal p l a t e s  a r e  t y p i c a l  of r e l a t i v e l y  cold 

dry weather. m e  l a r g e s t  and most e l abora t e  branching forms gene ra l ly  occur with 

su r face  temperatures  near  f reez ing .  A l l  a r e  a l i k e  i n  being b u i l t  on a plan o f  

s i d e s  o r  6 rays .  Snow f l akes  may start  h igh  a l o f t  as t i n y  i c e  d i s k s  o r  needles  

5 0  small as t o  be ha rd ly  v i s i b l e  t o  an av ia to r .  These rninute p a r t i c l e s  on f a l l i n g  

to lower,  mois te r  reg ions  serve as c e n t e r s  f o r  t he  growing f l akes .  
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