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A SCjcnce Service  Feature --- 
1 WHY TISE WEATHER t MaU.ed-*March 1, 1927 

By D r .  Charles  F. Brooks 
of C l a r k ’  Univers i ty  

THE LATE NORTHEAST 

The w e  Region, t h e . a o r t h e a s t e r n  s t a t e s  and e a s t e r n  Canada must s u f f e r  from a 

chronic l a t e n e s s  of spring. Vegetat ion genera l ly  awakens f i r s t  when the  mean d a i l y  

temperature reaches  43 degrees  Fahrenheit .  

the average d a t e  f o r  t he  beginning of spr ing  i n  Richmond and day a f t e r  tomorrow i n  

Cairo, Ill, 

age a t  the  end of March i n  the l a t i t u d e  of New York City.  While Chicago, Grand 

Rapids, Cleveland, Albany and Boston warm up by Apr i l ,  Nantucket, Port land,  Me., 

On t h i s  b a s i s  of temperature ,tomorrow i a  

Yesterday was the  average da te  r o r  S e a t t l e ,  Spr ing  b e g h s  on the  aver-  

Oswega, Buffalo, Port Huron, Grand Haven and Milwaukee, wi th  co ld  water nea r  by, 

must wait another  week, In  f a c t ,  nor thern Montana, 300 mi les  f a r t h e r  n o r t h  and 3000 

f e e t  h ighe r ,  has  sp r ing  temperatures no la ter .“  In tho United S t a t e s ,  Eas tpo r t ,  Me., 

Apri l  29, no r the rn  Michigan, Apr i l  26-29, and Duluth, May 3, have the  l a t e s t  da t e s .  

The r e t a r d a t i o n  of s p r i n g  in the  Lake reg ion  and Northeast  is due p r i n c i p a l l y  

t o  the l a r g e  cold bodies  of water with t h e i r  remnant i c e  f loe6  and t o  the  l a r g e  

winter accumulation of snow t h a t  u s u a l i y  does not  d i sappear  till l a t e  Apr i l  o r  i n  

May, I n  years  when the  Lakes, and the  A t l a n t i c  are not  so co ld  as usual  at t h e  

c lose  of w in te r ,  and when tho  snow accumulation has  been reduced e a r l y ,  t he re  is an 

Opportunity f o r  t h e  normal amount of sunshine f o r  theso  l a t i t u d e s  t o  make a b e t t e r  

jOl3Lof warming the  air and thus t o  o f f s e t  some of  the tendencies  f o r  l a t e n e s s  i n  

Spring, 

simply what we should have at these  ‘ l a t i t u d e s  i f  there  weren’t  8 0  much m o w ,  i c e  

and co ld  water. 

o the r  words, what we c a l l  an o r d i n a r i l y  e a r l y  spr ing  i n  these  p a r t s  i s  
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