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WEATHF,R SIGNS, OF THE HEAVENS 

“But when the  clear l i g h t  from the  stars i s  dimmed, though no thronging clouds 

v e i l ,  nor o t h e r  darkness  hide nor  moon obscure,  bu t  the stars on a sudden thus  

cause l e s s ly  wax wan, hold t h a t  no more f o r  a s i g n  of calm, b u t  l o o k  f o r  Sto?XU,’l 

Such a pa l ing  of  the  stars i s  caused by a t h i n  h igh  shee t  cloud which wc now C a l l  

c i r r o - s t r a t u s  and is  o f t e n  p rope r ly  considered a precursor  o f  bad weather.. 

D r *  E. V..McCartney of the Univers i ty  of Michigan, who fu rn i shes  the above 

has  made a s p e c i a l  s tudy  of  classical weather l o r e . .  The anc ionts  l ack ing  weather 

ins t ruments ,  and weather maps, scanned the  heavens most a t t e n t i v e l y  f o r  t h e i r  fore- 

c a s t s . ,  They be l i eved  t h a t  “ the  f l a sh ing  of stars means winds from d e f i n i t e  d i r e c t l  

ions3 b u t  if they  f l a s h  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p laces ,  t hey  announce unce r t a in  winds and from 

a l l  direct ionst l .  Meteors o r  shoot ing stars were he ld  t o  be ‘signs of wind o r  r a i n  

coming from t h e  same d i r e c t i o n ,  while comets o r  tllong ha i r ed”  stars ind ica t ed  wind 

and drought i f  they were frequent .  The pos i t i on  of the  moon o r  major p l ana t s  i n  tho 

12 s i g n s  of t h e  Zodiac”fur-nished ma te r i a l  f o r  ex tens ive  l i s ts  of weather indica-  

t i o n s  suggest ive of our  own almanacs. 
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