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STAR WEATHER CHARTS OF ANCIENTS 

For weather  f o r e c a s t s ,  t h e  a n c i e n t s  depended l a r g e l y  upon c e l e s t i a l  s i g n s .  

D r .  E. S.  McCartney of Michigan t e l l s  us  i n  The C l a s s i c a l  Weekly " t h a t  i n  l i e u  of 

a h m a c s  and newspapers, t h e y  engraved upon b r a s s  o r  s t o n e ,  table6 o f  t h e  r i s i n g  

and t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  t h e  important  s t a g ,  and t h e  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  of weather  t h a t  

might be expected t o  accompany t h e s e  movements." These b i l l b o a r d  c a l e n d a r s  were 

hung up i n  the  market p l a c e s .  

The r u s t i c  of  c l a s s i c a l  a n t i q u i t y  l i v e d  an outdoor  l i f e  i n  a mild c l i m a t e  and 

was far more familiar wi th  t h e  heavens t h a n  t h e  f a rmor  of today. The r i s i n g  and 

s e t t i n g  of t h e  P l e i a d e s  i n d i c a t e d  t h o  beginning of  summer and o f  w i n t e r .  Seed- 

time began with t h e i r  r i s i n g  and n a v i g a t i o n  was supposed t o  be s a f e .  The c o n d i t i o n  

of t h e  atmosphere a t  the s e t t i n g  o r  r i s i n g  of  t h e s e  stars provided t h e  basis f o r  a 

f o r e c a s t  o f  t h e  coming soason. 

Winter. The star Arc turus  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  f e a r e d ,  a6 t h e  worst  S o r t  of Storms 

Thus, a cloudy s e t t i n g  was s a i d  t o  i n d i c a t e  a r a i n y  

were expec ted  t o  a t t e n d  b o t h  i t s  r i s i n g  and s e t t i n g .  S i r i u s ,  t h e  Dog-atar,was 

a s s o c i a t e d  with s c o r c h i n g  h o t  weather ;  r i s i n g  w i t h  t h e  sun it was said t o  double 

t h e  sun's h e a t .  I n  s h o r t ,  the  a n c i e n t s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  stars 

weather  which happened t o  be t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  s e a s o n  when t h e  v a r i o u s  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s  

were r i s i n g  o r  s e t t i n g .  
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