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STAR WEATHER CHARTS OF ANCIENTS

For weather forecasts, the ancients depended largely upon celestial signs.
Dr. E. S. McCartney of Michigan tells us in The (lassical Weekly "that in lieu of
almanacs and newspapers, they engraved upon brass or stone, tables of the rising
end the setting of the important stars, and the various kinds of weather that
might be expected to accompany these movements."™ These billboard calendars ware
hung up in the market places. |

The rustic of classical antiquity lived an outdoor life in a mild climate and
Was far more familiar with the heavens than the farmer of today. The rising and
setting of the Pleiades indicated the beginning of summer and of winter. Seed-
time began with their rising and navigation was supposed to be safe. The condition
of the atmosphere at the setting or rising of these stars provided the basis for a
forecast of the coming season. Thus, a cloudy setting was said to indicate a rainy
Winter. The star Arcturus was particularly fearéd, as the worst sort of storms
Were expscted to attend both ;ts rising and setting. Sirius, the Dogwstar,was
associated with scorching hot weathery rising with the sun it was said to double
the sun's heat. In short, the ancients attributed to the influence of the stars
Weather which happened to be typical of the season when the various constellations
Were rising or setting.
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