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" IF  TKE WIND B-LJWCk;!?J TUE SCU??IEASTtl 

I n  New England the re  i s  a saying ' ' i f  the  wind blows from the sou theas t  f o r  

twelve houra,  it w i l l  rain i n  s p i t e  of hell. '" Few weather sayings a r e  b e t t e r  

Our middle l a t i t u d e s ,  f o r  when the wind i s  i n  t h i s  qua r t e r  the pressure i s  lower t o  

the west, the  d i r e c t i o n  f r o m  which the weather gene ra l ly  comes. Lower pressure  

goes with a g r e a t e r  p r o b a b i l i t y  of rainfall. 

But the e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  a low i n  middle l a t i t u d e s  i s  wet te r  a t  some places  

tiIan a t  o thers .  In  the i n t e r i o r  of  the con t inen t ,  f o r  example, t he re  may be l i t t l e  

i n  a sou theas t e r ly  wind u n t i l  a f t e r  much more than  12  hours' t r a v e l ,  and not  

etrea then  i f  there  were e f f e c t i v e  mountain b a r r i e r s  between the place and a 

Possible source of  much moisture.  Our e a s t e r n  seaboard i s  well exposed t o  importa- 

t" o f  abundant vapor from the Gulf Stream, almost any p a r t  of  the  coast being 

w i t h i n  12 hours1 southeas t  wind t r a v e l  o f  t h i s  warm C U r r B n ' t .  

England i s  n o t  only well  exposed t o  such winds when they  blow, but  also 

favors rapid c h i l l i n g  o f  the muggy air  as i t  s l i d e s  up over the land.  

halfmyear the  general  c h i l l i n g  p lus  the  forced a scen t  o f  the a i r  over the rough 

land, h i l l s  and the  heaped up cold a i r  on the  landscape, r e a d i l y  p r e c i p i t a t e  much 

O f  the  vapor. I n  summer, t he  hea t ing  of the air  over the land quick ly  leads  $0 

'Onvectional a scen t  t o  the  l o w  h e i g h t s  a t  which showers can be produced i n  such 

I n  the co ld  

air. Thus winter  o r  summer, New England's southeas t  wind, when it  i s  not  

the temporary daytime sea-breeze, i s  the  r a inb r inge r .  
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