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I CAR WINDOW CLIMATOLOGY 

A cross-country train r i d e  by day may be h ighly  i l l umina t ing  ClimatologiCallY 

Such change6 as one experiences between the Snow-COV- to the in t e re6 ted  t r a v e l e r .  

ered most northern d i s t r i c t s  and the brown, then l i g h t  green, the f r u i t  b10660m, 

and f i n a l l y  the  l e a f y  r eg ions  a6 one goes southward a r e  n a t u r a l l y  taken a6 a matter  

O f  course,  even though such c o n t r a s t s  a r e  remarkably g r e a t  over s h o r t  d i s t a n c e s  i n  

the East at t h i s  t ime of  year.  we also expect t o  see highlands f r o s i y  o f  mornings 

and t h e i r  vege ta t ion  no t i ceab ly  behind t h a t  o f  lowlands. ' 

Contras t s  i n  r a i n f a l l  a r e  not so commonly noted, fo rour  East i s  wel l  watered 

genc.ralJy. But a day ' s  r i d e  westward ac ross  the  Great P l a ins  r e v e a l s  the  increas ing  

i n  a number o f  ways. m e  country, wel l  wooded i n  the e a s t ,  g ives  way t o  

more and more open landscape. swamps decrease.  Cornf ie lds  y i e l d  t o  sorghum 

Uncultivated grass lands  become more and more numerous . C a t t l e  become 

congregated i n t o  herds. 

more wealthy, but because each farm family must have a l a r g e r  a r e a  o f  d r i e r  land  i n  

The farms increase  i n  s i z e  I no t  because the people a r e  

Order t o  make a l iv ing .  Tumble weeds, spikey p l a n t s ,  c a c t i ,  occasional  dune areas 

the inc reas ing  a r i d i t y .  Even the s o i l  shows the change. No longer  does i t  

have the p r a i r i e  blackness:  i t  assumes a semi-arid l i g h t  brown o r  r edd i sh  co lo r .  

And 8. rocky l a y e r  begins  t o  appear a t  a depth first of  s eve ra l  f e e t ,  b u t  lator 

'loser and c l o s e r  t o  t h e  sur face .  This zone of carbonate accumulation r ep resen t s  

the depth t o  which the meager r a i n f a l l  can c a r r y  the mineral  salts from the  sur face  

l aye r s  . 
( A l l  r i g h t s  reserye4-by  Science Serv ice ,  Inc, ) 
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