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By Dr.  Charles F. B r o o k s  
o f  C l a r k  Univers i ty  

OUR CLIMATES 

In h i s  r ecen t  b o o k  on the "Climates of the United S ta t e s , "  Prof .  R.DeC. Ward, 

o f  Harvard, d i s t i n g u i s h e s  f i v e  major c l ima t i c  provinces  i n  ths  United S ta tes .  I n  

the l a r g e  Eas te rn  Province,  we must admit, almost any kind of  weather may be expect-  

ed a t  any time of  year ,  R a i n f a l l  i s  everywhere adequate,  storms a r e  frequent., 

The Gulf Province i s  s t i l l  wet te r  and warmer, though s u b j e c t  t o  k i l l i n g  f r o s t s .  

The P la ins  movince i s  s e t  o f f  by i t s  uncer ta in  r a i n f a l l ,  m o s t  o f  which comes when 

m o s t  needed' f o r  c rops)  t h a t  i s ,  i n  sp r ing  and e a r l y  summerr Generally q u i e t ,  dry 

weather, with g r e a t  ranges o f  temperature,  is c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of the  P la t eau  pro- 

vince. F ina l ly ,  t he  P a c i f i c  fiovinco i s  noted for i t s  usual  s t ead iness  o f  weather 

m d  f o r  i t s  marked winter  r a iny  season and summer d ry  season. 

The p a c i f i c  Coast province d i f f e r s  from all the  o the r s  i n  t h a t  the g r e a t e s t  

contract between no r th  a n d  south i s  i n  the matter  o f  r a i n f a l l  r a t h e r  than tempera- 

ture .  

the mean January temperature r i s e s  oiily from 40 degrees  Fahren'heit t o  50. On the 

At l an t i c  coas t ,  however, a t r i p  from northern Maine t o  southern Florida i s  a jump 

from 10 degrees Fahrenheit  t o  65. . The P a c i f i c  c o a s t ,  on the o t h e r  hand, a f f o r d s  

the g r e a t e s t  c o n t r a s t  i n  r a i n f a l l ,  the winter  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  varying from 40 inches  

Move from nor thern  Washington along ths  shore t o  southern C a l i f o r n i a  and 

ill the nor th  t o  six i n  the south; o r ,  s t a t i n g  the c o n t r a s t  i n  another  w a y ,  t he  

t r a n s i t i o n  i s  from 180 r a i n y  days per  year i n  Washington t o  30 i n  southern Cali- 

f o r n i a *  The A t l a n t i c  coas t  has  130 i n  the  no r th  and 120 i n  the  south, 
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