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S t r ange ly  enough, the astronomers of the  anc ien t  world, Arabs and Greeks, who 

s o  many of the  stars f a i l e d ,  sb f a r  a6 we kndW, t o  make any a t tempt  t o  name 

Or 

6ays, however, t h a t  there  seems t o  be some basis f o r  the b e l i e f  t h a t  the anc ien t  

clouds. c. Fttzhugh TaLman, l i b r a r i a n  of the U. SI Weather Bureau, 

used an e l abora t e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  comprising over 100 types.  

, In  1801, the Wench s c i e n t i s t ,  Lamarck, proposed a d e s c r i p t i v e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

terms such as lfclouds i n  f 1 0 c k 6 ~ ,  "clouds i n  bars", and "cloud sweepings", 

which, however, received l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n .  

Englishman, proposed the system which is s t i l l  the  basis of  the  present  I n t e r -  

national C las s i f i ca t ion .  

Two years  l a t e r ,  Luke Howard, an 

He employed Lat in  names f o r  h i 6  t h ree  fundamental forms 

.. "Cirruslt,  f ea the ry  clouds,  "cumulusl1, c louds with rounded tops ,  and " s t r a tus" ,  

sheet  clouds.  In add i t ion  t o  these,  he employed the term "nimbus" f o r  ra in  c loud ,  

and compounds such as ~cirro-cumulus' t  f o r  intermediate  types.  Howard's c lass i f  i- 
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